Old and Wop Teſtament, 


Or Challenge to all that want Epiſco- 
pal Ordination, to prove the Validity 
of their Miniſterial Acts, 
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7 M R. C. a Poe) ter wt & of the Suffering © Church 


of Scotland. 


"WY Mc. th. 


| Ferawmiab "4.0mm '” 
Behold I a ainſt them t 5 te falſe 
Dreams, 1. 372 and do tell t and canſe 
People to err by their Lies, and by "their Light- 
hi yet I ſent them not, nor commanded them: 
herefore they. ſhall not profit this People at all, 


ith the Lore . ebe 
X. 1. 
Verity, Verily, I ay unto you, he that entteth 
dt by the Door into the Sheepfold, but climberh. 


Þ ſome other Way, the — is a Thief and a 
der. 


Would to God "Sq Fl Succeſſion had FLW to 
is Day, it would eaſily have obtained from us the 

Wedience that it doth deſerve. Calv. de 1 85 * 
c Fart I, P. 96. FF 
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f the Apoſtolical Succeſſion be the 


1 Foundation of the Goſpel Miniſtry 

to the End of the World; it natu- 
rally follows, that they w who cannot 
prove their Miniſtry by this Rule and” 
Standard, cannot be Miniſters of Jeſus 
Chriſt, who promiſed: to be with the 
Apoſtles and their Succeſſors to the End 
of the World. Conſequently their mi- 
niſterial Acts muſt be null and void, and 
they cannot profit the People, being but 
Uſurpers of the Sacred ieſthood, tho 
they ſhould write Ten Thouſand Vo- 
hm, and object Ten Thoufand Incon- 
veniencies 


* - 2 


. 
— — -- = 


ee want this Succeſſion: 


fee le hat that the Go- 
e n as laſted always in the 
Church is the lime that 5255 abliſhed 


2 our Saviour, and that which * not 
4 xs In Hundrs Chiefs of K 
l Nen, Le ome Tws, dont i 
l of Years and gpwards, . 
be the Government of Chriſi's Inſtitution. 
Yet ich is the Cofruptibn 1 Unkind, 
that When Ple and Profit has 4 
benched the Conſcience, _ got the 
Aſcendint over Reaſon the ſhpremns Fa- 
culty of the Soul, and makes it a Slave 
to: Intereſt avainſt Duty, it will bnd 2 
Thoufand Shifts and Subterſugłs to de- 
ſend the Cauſe it lias eſpouſed i ſo Ad- 
vocates, when they plead the Cauſe of 
Griminals, by many Quirks and Tricks 
ih Law, endeavour to bring the Pan- 
nels off. It is a fad Matter that this ſhould 
be aniong Chriſtians, Who are all bound 
to Truth and 
(according to 
Man, and Tall fro you the Lap. So 
F 


veniencies 8 our A ſuch as 


inekrity ; but it falls out 
Proverb) Shew me the 


r e e r e ow Aa to ac. we. ce SEL LE RG 
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1 *. 7 1 | 
find. vu [Sxripture. yo we ſayy, Py! 
Kings tem Laws. We may 1 
| Modi of Church Goamnnment, New 
Gloſſes aud new Senſes. upon Seripis 
according to the changeable Faſhion 4 
the Times Mr. Lalie, a Ringleagder 
of the Caniſurs in England, being about 
to let off his.married! Wite, and to take 
another, pretended 4 Call from the 
Spiri it to ratity the Need Deed, e and tound 
Seripture fon it, in Hyſ. 1. Co, take 
unto his @.. Wiſe of Whotedom;->- No- 
thing ſo ridiculous of abſurd but may 
be rendeted probable by Argument or 
Reaſon. There was never a damnabla 
Hereſy but got ſome Followers. I in- 
ſtance: the (aimiant in the Second Cen- 
tury, called after Cain, who held, T hat 
the Way to be ſayed was to ſatisfy their 
Luſts ; They compoſed à Book which 
they called St. Paul Aſcenſion to Hen 
den, Which: they filled with Blaſphe- 
mies, and gave out theſe were the Re- 
velations made to him, when he was 
rapt 5 #0, the Third Hea vent. They 
great Veneration for Cain, Cort, 
Dathan and Abiram, the Sodomites, and 


perti- 


larly for J ] 
occaſioned? the Murder of Jeſur 
jo: 


5 Pagir's 'Aerefigraphy 
ee of moſt abominable 
creſt 25 brokeforth in Oli ver Crom- 
eat Scandal of 


tools Days to the 
Ctiiſtianity. The Independents in 1647 


Yeat of God, in their warm Diſputes 


with the Presbyterians, gave the ſame 
Names to them which Presbyteriatic gave 
to the Biſhops and the Clergy, to wit, 
Brat of Antichriſt, the Whore 85 Baby- 
lon; the Beaſt, and the Man of Sin. And 
the Enthuſiaſts Who enge that every 
Man and Woman among them was 
taught of God, and gave out, that the 
Order of Mihiſtets was juſt what the I- 
dependents called the Precbyterians. And 
the Ttuth is, lay aſide the Practice of 
the Univerſal Church, Ancient and 
Modern, and let Men put their own 
Senſe on the Scriptures, that which the 
Tremblers produced for themſelves by 
the Sound ot the Letter, was and ſtill is 
more taking than all the Scriptures vo hich 
the other TWo Parties rr for 
themſelves. For Example, 

That 


das, beckuſe his Treas | 


SD 8 — . Nr f RYU." 


That there * 1 5 of Minen 


in the Golpel, Days; T hat rb 1 ng 
Jhould be all taught = Nis ir the 

pbeſtes were to be; tylhlled; Tha 
"Spirit was to be 1er ut . 


he Pr 


We: Add, nil j 
have bs i in * decker 5 
kirk Part of the Succ, ton 10 the rie 2 
hood, ſeveral Methods our Enemies take 
to impoſe pon their Followers a8 1: 
Jo call Epiſcopacy Popery. 2, Their,Cons 
ence: in giving 2 that the Adocgtes 
27 1 8 make, g fairer. ſhowy, 10 
any a Bi an 05 on ur vey Ser 


N ſtyter 35 all on 
V Mens, Dig ferent 155 


ion about, e a i an 4 855 
that there in 0 Foundation for It, 
That they ne ver notice Abe / Inſwers gif 

9 their Arguments, . 6. That they. df 
hy WR Acceſſory againſt the Pons + 
and ſrom Fang againſt Subſtquce.. 
7. That) they never offer, 10 prove their 
own Miniſtry. hore can be no Oh: 
wg \ [ays 4: 1555 With: a Man 1 755 
He in his Opinion, 1 1 tuben Th 
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N nie not muy one ae, Hu- 


of St. 4 
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0 7b. 1 


7 7 55 to by 


ſeting - they 
oy ee | 


che Fleſh Ar to the 


wer e for it ig oblerved that He- 


& of ſome" worldly Deſign. 
Ko 1 5 * e the Party 1 ee as 


3 0 N pe perverting, "2nd miſ- 


ty Scri ptures;\-it is in 
wth 5 192 Teichen to make 


che Opſer vation ot Chrifhmaſr, by telling 
from St. Labs il 8. wiſts Natti- 
Pity kould nar br in the Winter Time, be- 
57 5 the Shepherds: weve kerprn 


22 at N 


pine, who®*is famous 
Seve | weald not tand 


S. Paul, and not . Ed ef the Jodg = 
oy and Schi break. forth up6h' the 


Multitudes of the Ciel Fott abhor 


ther 


| 
| 
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1 F Shepherd f rds did I not, 

115 7 Mos 8000 T _ If 
lhop's Gowns or Canon 
a e than that the mr Wore. 
el, when it. is eyident, that it 


b 
1 „ Chonnoulnefs and Hyporrif 
EG OF Wire den wich 4 
506 their Garbs. Paul left a c 
at 1 7 7 therefore he Was ho Biſhop, 
ends 2 deceide the poor People; 
| p 1 1s all one if itferve 2 Turn. Mr. 
Ric be in his Modeft Plea 
7 urch England, P. 78, cr. 
ment ions in the we 0 the Long Par- 
lament, ſevetal diſhoneſt perverting of 
Scriptures, as The Agreement betwixt | 
e Garlick and Onions of Egypt, and 
the Ceremonies of the Church, and. 
lt were. eaſy tofill ſeveral Sheets For this 
purpaſe, but 1 ſhall mention ſome few, 
whereby they generally abuſe 1 85 
ple jnPreachiog and in Printing: + 
1. St. Luke xx. 25. The Kings of the 
Gentile exert ſe Dominion over them, &c. 
75 2 6. e not be fo, but be 
t 1s * amongſt you, let him be 
14 447 1 Nane, 425 to the Elder, 1 Fer. 
N V. 5. 


— 2 — — 
— ͤ6—' ——U—r 


— 


209 bib 25 * . * 15 5 * A L 
Ve. 5, And he that 1s.. ief as he that . 
doe, ſerve. Vide 27. Ia. compare this | 


_ ; 


with St. Marth. xx. 25. St. Mark x, | 
4222 0 | 282 wy 8 J 4 159 | 
Anſtw. 1. Put thisScriptufe in Level- 
lers Mouths, the Uſe they will make of 


it is, That there ſhould be no Govern- 
ment Civil nor Eccleſiaſtical, Supreme 


nor Subordinate among Chriſtians, and 


that Heathen Kings turning Chriſtians, 


mould  abdicate their Kingdoms and 
Power; and level themſelves with their 
Subjects, which is againſt the common 
Senſe of Mankind. 2. It is as imperti- 


nently applied to Eccleſiaſtical Govern- 


ment for a Parity among Church Officers, 
which never was in the World; for in 
 - , the, Old Feſtament there were High- 
 priefis, Prieſts and Levites; and Chrif 


in his College was above the Twelve 


and the Seventy... And ſure the Apoſtles 


governed the Churches which they plant- 
ed. 3. May not the Occaſion of our 


. Saviour's uttering theſe Words lead Men 
to the right underſtanding of them? 


For . two Apoſiles dreaming that their 


3 Miſter Was to be. a Temporary King 


a xt ] 
u Monarch, petitioned that 
* mould be next the King in his 


Court :-He tells them that his Kingdom 


were not to govern like Heathen Kings, 
af "their Will and Pleaſure, tho' they 
were to ſit upon the Twelve Thrones of 
Hrael: His 1 0 was for the 
Good of his Subjects, and not een 
ſecular Princes that governed ve 
ally,” making their Will a 5 
The Werds Chief and Greater ſuppoles 
in Order of Superiority and Subordina- 
tion among them, but withal recom- 
mends Humility. 5. Tho! our Saviour 
did not put the Sword in the Hands of 
Church Governours, (which is the Civil 
Magiſtrate's Office yet he gave them 
the Power of the Keys, toreceiveCon- 
verts, and thruſt contumacious Offen- 
ders out of the Church, where he ap- 
pointed different Orders ſor the Go» 
vernment thereof, 6. The libelling the 
r Biſhops for meddling in ſecular: Affairs, 


5 whoſe Principle is to 2 Kings, 
'" | «nd to force Nations againſt their Con- 
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was of another Nature, and that they 
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Keys together, but it 
. want it. 


zugue againſt Mr. James and Mr. Jolu, 
$: Marth. xxiii. 105 end o may a me- 


«13. banc 19:36 a 5 A 
Keno under Pain o wad tek 
tion and Forkeiture; t ſwear to cher | 
C venauit and Eva gagetnems; ſuch Men 
arte Hot diſpletfed that: the Kirk {hou 
<a the Power of the Sword and vf oO 

grieves them that 
the Pope thould haveit;y and themſelves 


ſly, What BY this geri ipture 
yterian Government in 
the Wörds Chief and 
gel Ti ther INE: ſame. n rhe to an 


75 


eat re May to them by 12 
Titre is another: Sri rere they bare 
gd in the Mouths — the, ignorant 
ar, and that is | 0 50 N 
#b Lordi oer Gd Heritage, th 
exptelly- ſet- down againſt or, 
Biſhops: At this Rate, the Haber may 


lancholy 


44 
i 
ichsty 160 Krüple Ja ah 1 
Father from the gth Verfe. 
behdes the common Way: of Neha 
ting 9992 6 the 95 60 Nele ir may de 
Portion or Po Ro 57 
5 010 15 en in the Bonk 6 
Tabu and ages it is taken, and is 
in the New Gamer, the 4 22 atid 
their Soccers the Bi opt wete Trea- 
lurers of the 95 that 4 1 in to the 
Church h by ſome that fold theif Eſtates, 
and * Benevolences of the aer 
and this diſpoſed of to the Clefgy an 
bes as Ht chief Governiouts of 15 
. thay und convenient: And theſe 
5 had the Management of that ſacred 
mo, were not to look upon them. 
elves as 1 4 or Proptletbt ts Of that 
975 which was mortified for piotis 
ies, but as, 4 anſwetable fot 
eir Truſt. See Dr. Whitby on ths 


6 ae 2 6f Sctiptu re the pf 


abule, againſt, 11 Ara ge Hs 
tonal es es and [es ol and 
EEK 


aws ot th Oburch by Vittue of thi 
G Sedo live to do 
Things 


2 Ry"? | * * + * | ; 
* Lr xiv _ ]- bw, | | 
$\ ings in Order and Decenth, 15 70 5 
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f the Colof. 20. 21, Touch not, 14 . 
not, handle not, which the Apoſtle ſpeaks 
not as his own Words, but as the Words 
of the Hereticks and falſe Teachers in his 
own Days, who forbad the Ule of 


: 


Marriage, and of Meats as of themſelves 
unlawful : The Sound of Words with- 
out conſidering the Senſe is enough to 
them. Many other Scriptures are thus | 
perverted to keep up Faction and 
77 ae car 2 

. In the next Place, when the Holy 

Scriptures are thus treated, What may 

they not do with Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory 

and Poſt-apoſtolical Writers and Fathers 
which are not tranſlated in all Nations as 


45 Scriptures, we have too many Evi- 


dences? For what more clear than St. 

nat ius s Epiſiles for Biſhops, Presbytert 
I and Deacons, what Shift have they againſt 
WW. this either to deny their Authority al- 
"A together, or elſe as ſome of our Coun- 
try-mendo, to make them Presyterian ? 
And tho' they be confuted'to a Demon- 
Ara on, | et ſtill Right or Wrong, they 
Us wedded to their news Opinion fo - 
« AMC 2. | | CORK. 
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to; beffle all Lala Hiſtory: Is 
there any Thing more clear than St. 

Cyprian for the Diſtinction of Clergy- men, 
yet a Cypriamus Iſotimus will w; him 

Presbyterian, tho' Monſieur Daille ac- 
knowledges, That it i clearer than the 
Sun at Mid. day from the Epiſtles of 
St. Cyprian, That not only the Offices, 
but alſo the Names of Biſhop and Fresby- 
ter rwere We e all the Roman Werld 
over. 

It will appear in the following Letters 
what Uſe they make ot St. Jerom to no 
Purpole for their Cauſe. Mr. William 
75 ame 005 will make Gregory Nazianzen 

bop of Conſtautople plead againſt his 
own Order, in theſe Words, Would ts 
God there were no Prelacy, no Prero- 
ative of Places, Whereas the Father 
peaks againſt the Ambition and Intruſi- 
on of Maximus a Cynick Philoſopher, 
whom he had converted to Chriftianity, 
and moſt ungratefully would take his 
Place over his} Head; He therefore 
ſpeaks of the growing Power of Biſhops 
over one another, and not of Biſhops 
over their own. F and Deacons. 
See 
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and Equality! But he e Reader 
to find this Sage int pes of 
| that Holy and Learned and. per- 
haps we may read the mol of all his 
Epiſtles, before: we light on it. This 
worthy Perſon was a Prieſt gf Dawiata 2 
_ City in Egypt, and lived a mopaſtick 
Life, he was a ſevere . Cevſor of the 
Abuſes. in his Time, particularly. of thoſe 
that were guilty of — Covetore/ne(s 
and ſelling of ee and charges 
the Biſhopot Damiata with theſeCrimes, 
which be juſtly might do, and object It. 
againſt them che Hamilirg: Self-denial do 
. and Simplicity. of their Anceſtors, with- 10 
| out the leaſt latimitian of . being 
| resby- 
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|Presb terians. CE] the 2d, gm of Nazis: | 
erels and of this Parochiai Bibep, Was to 
make their Readers believe, Greg. Nax. an 
were Presbyterian in theit ee 

whether this be exInſcitia aurNequitia,out of 
Euorance (which is want of Knowledge) or 
out of Deſign, which is want of Confci 
ence and Honeſty, I ſhall not determine, 
but it is certain t at there may be Tyranny 
and Ambition in a Presbyterian Parity as 
much as ever was ſeen in the Papal Hierar- 
chy, and that, Kings and Kingdoms have 
found to their {ad Experience. 
There is another wrong Handle which 
they make of Tertullian, who lived in the 
Second Century, and that to ſupport them- 
ſelves in Extemporary Prayers; which is, 
Sine monitore quia de pectore, We pri 
wthont a, Monitor, lecauſe from the Heart. 
Which is ſpoken in Alluſion to the Hea- 
then Worſhip, in the Invocation of their 
Feater Deities by Name, re * by the 

jeſt, and by the People after him, and 
both had a Aae or Cuſtes that cotrected 
them when they went wrong. 

Or, becauſe we pray heartily 4 long 
Life to Emperors, without any to force 4 
to it, for ſo the Words with that Senten 
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the Presby ters of Feruſalem, and St. John's 


kind of Government is preſumed to be 
throughout the World; for the Apoſtles 
intended Uniformity,- 1 Cer. iv. 17. vii. 17. 


. | 
Bibs & 7 M $* R era 
Ot, Thirdy, It fignißes we go to or 
ſecret Prayers . without a  Prompter or 


— — 


r Ao et bunt 
*,, Fourthly, It was a Worſhip in which' the 
People did vocally join, and Which they 
were acquainted with. before Hand, which 
is clear in another Paſſage from Te tullian, 
#porr Prayer. Our Voices muſt be lo, and ue 
muſt not ſpeak louder than is nereſſary. So it is 
in our Book of Common Prayer. I beſeech you 
as many as are here preſent, to accompany me 
with a pure Heart aud bumble Voice, All theſe 
make good:Senſe. © 
For it the Miniſter did compoſe a Prayer fl « 
with which the People were acquainted, or 
prayed extempore, ſtill he was à Monitor, Wl ; 
Prompter or Rouſer in Devotion to the ff 1 
F; 


them. © 


3. There isa Third Way our Adverſaries f 
take,: and that is to lex and jumble the MW «x 
Controverſie with the Notion they have of F 
Congregations as rhe Hrdependents, and of pl 
Paroches as the Presbyterians, do, but both d 
agree that it was without a Biſhop. I have 
proven St. James his Dioceſan Prelacy over 


over the Aſiatick Churches, and of St. Pauls 
over his own Plantations, and ſurely that 


xi. 16. 
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we 
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W. 16. But ak — BY Paroches then 
3s we have now; Paroches according; to.. 
Morers's Dictionary were appointed by Fali- 
am, the 21 Pope, who divided Rome among 
the 7 Deacons, and Dioceſſes by Diomyſum 
afligning a Church- yard and Pariſh to every 
Presbyter. Pope Marcelinus brought the 
Number of Dioceſſes to 25. The firſt that 
inſtitured Pariſhes in land was Honorius 
Archbiſhop of Dover. BOT. 
In the firſt Ages of Chriſtianity, ſays the 
Leatned Mr. Miliam Nelſon in his Right of 
the Clergy of Great Britain, there were no 
determinate Boundaries. © 6 17 
But when St. Peter had ordained Prieſts, 
and Cletis had ordained them to a certain 
Number, Evariſizs who was alſo Biſhop of 
Rome, aſſigned to each Prieſt his Tiele, that 
is his Pariſh, which was the Place where 
the Converts uſually aſſembled to Worſhip, 
Fourty Years after Hyginns Biſhop of Rome 
placed a Prieſt in every Pariſh, and the 
chief of ' theſe Prieſts he called Cardinal 
Pre;byters. Pope Dronyfiw was the - firlt 
that divided the Weſtern Dioceſſes into 


v * 


Faroches. „ & 

The Word Parochia ſays the ſame Author 
was by the ancient Writers uſed in a more 
large and comprehenſive Senfe, for the 
Churches of Alexandria, Carthage, Corinth, 
Epbeſns and Jeruſalem were called K 


. 
n Ln J. 33090 WW FIRE, 
but then it was not only. 4 particul r one 
that was comprehended by that Word, bur 
all the Towns and Villages near that City 
within which Circuit there were man 
rn and Congregations of Chri- 
- » This (faith he) appears by Euſebius, 
Who tells us that Igtus was Preſident at 
Alexandria and of tit reſt of Egypr, but that 
the Superintendency of the Paroches where 
Latus bad the Cival Government: belonged 
to Demetrius, Who was Biſhop Parochiæ, 
that is of the whole Church of Alexandria, 
and was as large as the Civil Diocels. 
The Leamed Dr. Thomas Brett in the 7th 
Chapter of Ancient Church Government tells 
us that the Church Revenues throughout 
the whole Dioceſs were ſtill collected and 
paid to the Biſhop, by whom they were 
divided into four Parts, which Cuſtom con- 
tinued in ſome Places to the Ninth Cen- 
tury, or longer, for in the Council of 
Salibury, conveened Anno Dom, 807, It was 
decreed (according to ancient Cuſtom) the 
Tithes ſhould de divided into four 'Parts, 
wiz; One to be allotted to the Biſhop, ano- 
ther to the Clegy, a/Third to the Poor, 
and a Fourth belonging to the Buildings fot 
the Churches. So that then Miniſters were 
not maintained as now by the Church Ducs 
axiſing within the Pręcincts where they 
| ferved, e SE Y The 
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1 J 7 
che Places ſet apart for publick Worbiy wo 
wetc at firſt called Titles, Keverats of Which 1 
wete within the City itſelf, and others in by 
Country Villages, which belonged to that 1 
City, and. were within the Bounds of the A 
Epiſcopal Dioceſs. He tells us, that before 1 
the End of the Fifth Century the Presbyters ' 
of Rome had fixed Titles, which they ad- 
ded to: their Names in their Subſcriptions _ 

So wrote Cælius Januarius Presbyter, Tine 
Viſtine, &c. whereas before we find Presby 
ters in general called Prieſts of ſuch an 
. Church, as a Prieſt of Rome, Alen 

a, or Antioch; Mo 

The ſame erroneous Notion our Adverſe 
ries have of the Word Altar: They tell us 
there was one Altar in every Congregation, 
and therefore that a Biſhop could have no 
more under his Care than as many as could 
conveniently hear and receive the Sacra- 
ment from him. Whereas, our Saviour and 
his Apoſtles, and their immediate Succeſſors re- 
tained as many of the 'Jewyb Cuſtoms as 
e did conſiſt with Chriſtian Libetty; ſo Cle- 
s, nent Romans in his firſt Epiſtle to the Co- 
* riathians, calls the Biſhops Prieſts and Dea- 
, N cons; Highprieſts, Prieſts and Læuites; ſo theſe 
or | Preibyters and Deacons kept Altars in Sub- 
re I ordination to their Biſhops, as the Jew 
es || Synagogues had Altars, but in Subordina- 
&y tion to the Temple, and ww all ot = 
he | ut 
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dne Altar [ . of Unity, 
22287 as all mad 1 Lhe 
ſo we ſay, one Faith, one, Baptiſm. There 


were two Altars in the T emple, and yet 


but one in a Spititual Senſe, 2 Chron. vii. 5,9 
The two Tribes and the H a 


pe Schiſm, Jab. xxii, 22. There were 
ſcvers! Alars in Canaan before the building 


of; dhe Temple, Judges vi. 26, We. find, 


x.X ings xix. 26. the Prophet complains, chas 
tbe Altars were throum dum. 


There was then bur one. "Church in an 


 Jaipatrity of Prieſthood in Old . Zrae!, and 


what. ſbould change it to a Parity in the 
you Maul, is not eaſy to find by Scripture, 
eaſon, or the Practice of the Univerſal 
Church. We find the Jewiſh Form of Church 
vernment never altered under their Cap- 

_ tains. Moſer and Joſbua, nor under the Judges, 
nor under the Kings, nor in the H/lderneſs, 
nor in the Land of Canaan, nor did tie 


133 Chriſtian Prieſthood: alter under Heathen 


Perſecutors, nor under - Chriſtian Patrons. 
It is true, we find. our Sottiſb Martyrs for 
the Solemn League and Covenant left a Teſti- 
mony againſt Epiſcopacy, but the Primitive 
Bishops in the Days of Miracles and Mar- 
| a Ag dicd tor Chriſt, never repenting of 


Jha 8 on it as a Chriſtian 
Order, 


ne 5 1 oi 


Tribe upon 
dan were allowed an Altar, when; he 
dren, of Iſrael found that they intend- 
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Onder; and not an Ufurparion' ; ; bur d 
think that their Moderator Naben u the A. 

„tho be be not the Center of 
ot the Sueceſſor of the Agile. A 7 
<p A Foutth Stratagem they "aſojlis to 
argue from the Infancy bf the Church to 
the Incteaſe thereof, as if the ſamè Coat 
which” ſerved our Saviour when a Child: 
ſhould” ferve him when he came to the full 
Stature bf his Manhood. When Magi - 
ſtrates turned Chriſtian many Things were 
in better Caſe than when they were Perſecr 
tors; Sr. Paul wrought with" his cum Hands, 
but certainly it is better now that his Suc- 
ceſſors have a legal Maintenance: Better 
have Cathedral and Paroch Churches, than 
to have hired Houſes as St. Paul, Acts xxviii. 
31, 32. or upper Rooms, or go from _—_— 

to Houſe. 
＋ Another Device they baveh is a very 
falfe way of Reaſonin ng, When we tell them 
of the Antiquity of Biſhops, they tell us, 
Antiquity does not ſerure from Err. This 
argu! ng from Opinion to Matter of Fact, 

is moſt unteaſonable; it is as you would 
Reaſon thus, Papias vented his Opinion 
of the Millennium, therefore there was no 
Biſhop at Jeruſalem nor Alexandria, &c. Or 
thus, There are various Diſputes abour 
Civil Government, ſome founding it in the 
People, ſome! in the Peers, ſome in Parlia- 
ments, 


\ 
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Power to ordain others: But this is not 


was known all Europe 


* Dr IP i ) DESERT. a 
Hut laſt of all, and the ſadeſt of all is, 


o W 


Ry FF waiy | 
meſes; others in the Bell of Heritage 3 
theſe Things are uncertain, therefore 5 
pot cerrain that the Prince of Orange came 
to England in 1688... Tear 0 God, which 
e over. This, Ithink, 
any Perſon will judge a bad Argument. 

6. Another falſe Way of Arguing, is ca- 
Ring up the Privilege that Presbyters had ] 
of Old; whereas many Things were grant- 
ed to them by Permiſſion, but never the 


their Caſe, Presbyters_ ſen. Aid 270 2. 

iſcopo permittente, but now they act Epi ſcop: 
probibeme ; the one in Dependence of the Bi. 
ſhop,' the other in Oppoſition to the Bi- 


heit abuſing the Credulity of the People, 
Men of weak Judgments, ſtrong Paſſions, 
and wild Fancies, keeping them in Igno- 
rance of the dreadful Sin of Schiſm, which 
fome Fathers, particularly St. Cyprian, rec- 
kons a Sir againſt the Holy Ghoſt ; and fo St. 
Berna#id, makes Three Branches of that Sin, 
Nolle obedire, Simulata Pietas, & omne Schiſma. 
Rebellion, Hypocrifie, and Schiſm, from all 
which Sins Good Lord deliver us. 
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THE SECOND PART Wſ 
Of the Succkss io of the 1 
PRIESTHHOOD i 


Of the Or p and NEM Teſtament. 


LETTER I 
—_— —_ 
183 your [aſe Return, ald 
I grve you hearty Thanks for the di- 
ſlinet Account you give of the Entertain- 
ment my laſt Performance on the Succeſſi- 
on of the Prieſthood met with, and the 
various Sentiments of Men about it, how 
it pleaſes ſome, and diſpleaſes others, 
particularly becauſe it gives Offence by 
Unchurching Foreign Proteſtants that wiſh 
well to Epiſcopacy. In Anſwer to which 

I ſend you the following Thoughts. 


. 13 ſuch Men do not well 


8 


— 


underſtand the Nature of Of- 
fence or Scandal in the Scrip- 

ture Stile, when they take it for pro- 
| A N vo ing 
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6 eat Numbers of miſled Perſons that ca 
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voking Men to Anger and diſpleaſing f 
them; for very often it ſignifies to lay Mc 
a Lap, Snare, or. Stumbling Block. in W( 
the Way of the Weak, and to pervert I 
them from their Duty: And in this Cale 7 
Offence roxy 'be, gipen, cho' yot rg: 
and in- other Caſes Vente may he taken ſ 
and not given. They who-preath Sehil-Y;; 
matical or Heretical Doarineto their de-· I 
luded Diſciples, give Offexte to them; In 
and yet they are not provoked to Anger, Im 
but are led into Sin: He that Iparetb th 
the Kod (faith Solomon) hateth the Child. hr 
Prov. 13. 24. Here the fooliſh fondhs, 
Father gives Offence to the Child, and 
yet both are pleaſed, and think they oven 
one another, The Father that correds 
the Child, does his Duty, and gives no 
- Offence. tho' the Child be diſpleaſed. 
And whereas it is ſaid, That it Un 
chin ches a great Body, of Proteſtants ; | 
anſwer as formerly, That Truth wi 
be Truth tho' the Profeſſors be never ſ 
few, and a Multitude can never make 
Error tobe Truth; Multitudo errantiull 
non parit errort - patrocinium, It is nl 


mali 


i * r 
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7 75 Falſhood Truth, or Right to be 
Hong. Let therefore the Reformed 
Churches look to the Conſequence them- 
elves; for, as the Apoſtle ſays, 2 Cor. 
Iz. 8. Ve can do nothing againſt, the 
e ruth, but for the Truth. Mud poſſu- 
nus (lays the Moraliſt) quod Jure poſ- 
ſumus, We can do that which we can do 
lawfully, or by an unerring Rule of Du- 
ty: It is not our ſaying that Foreign 
Reformers are true Miniſters, that wy 
make them ſo, if they cannot prove tha 
hey are the Succeſſars of the Apoſtles, 
ld, Bend that is the Thing they cannot pre- 
nagend to. I am informed, that the 
Learned Doctor Grabe, when he exa- 
nined the Fundamental Charter of the 
Miniſtry, found that it could never be 
proven but by Succeſſion, and that no Re- 
., omed Church could lay Claim to it 
Input England, and therefore left Ger- 
am his own Country, and came over 
Wii England, where he lived and died 
r n the Boſom of an Apoſtolick Church. 
ak Again, the Word Proteſtant may de- 
11"Seive the Simple and Unwary, by the 
' 110ery Sound of it; but wiſe Men know, 
ber 1 2 + Ga that 
nal 
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that neither Proteſtancy nor Popery is our 
Religion, but Chriſtianity only, and the 
Definition of a Church is a Body of Be- 


lie vers proſeſſing the Chriſtian Religion un- 


der Lawful Paſtors, Now Lawful Mi. 


niſters muſt prove their Miſſion Imme- 
diately or Mediately ; Immediately, 


none now a Days pretend to it, but 
Enthuſiaſts or Semienthufiaſis, and we 
know not what to make of them in 
point of Reaſoning ; for when we think 
we have them, we immediately Joſe 
them: They run hither and thither, 


wanting a ſolid Foundation to fix on. 


Loet then theſe whom I deal with at 
reſent, diſtinguiſh themſelves from 
nt huſiaſts, Eraſtians, or Independents, 
againſt whom the Learned Authors of 
Tus Reg. Eccl. argued moſt ſolidly, (as 
I have ſhew'd in the Firſt Part) and 
ſhew their Miniſtry by Apoſtolical Succeſ- 
ſion, as they en or elſe give o- 
ver the Cauſe, and anſwer the Argu- 
ments of theſe Learned Presbyterians in 
the 1637. Year of God. 2 
If the Sound of the Word Proteſtant 
catch a Man by his Ear, without jc 
PTE 7 OS $4 | | ity 


* 
n 1 ) TOP. | 
dity in the Brain, he may ſwallow down 
any Hereſ that was ever condemned in 
the Primitive Ages ; f and Turks 
do Proteſt againſt Papiſts : Enthuſiaſts 
. that deny an Ordained Miniſtry, Inde- 
. 8 pendents who (light Apoſtolical Succeſſion, 
are PROTESTANTS; Scimans, 
that deny the Divinity of our Saviour, 
are Proteſtants ; Deifsr, who ridicule 
Revealed Religion, are Proteſtants ; and 
Atheifis, that mock the Notion of a 
Deity, go under the Name of Prote- 
ſtants : So it is very dangerous to miſ- 
lead Men with the Name of a Thing 
which deſtroys Chriſtianity. For, as I 
nl told, neither Proteſtancy nor Popery is 
„Religion, but Chriſtianity: So that the 
of Queſtion remains ſtill unanſwered, viz. 
as Whether or not they, who go under the 
d Name of Miniſters in the Reformation, 
[- BY can prove that they are the Apoſiles Suc- 
o- ceſſors ; becauſe there is no other Way to 
u- prove a Lauiul Miniſtry ? 3 
in However ſome of the Foreign Prote- 
ſtants (ſo called) plead Never: and 
ut | with they might have an Exgliſb Epiſco- 
li- pacy; and others pretend a Divine * 
” ' 5 1 0 
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of "SHY L 5e Bt Prelbyes 
riant abjure Epiſcopacy, and ſuch are 
Excommunicated -by Calvin, and are 
accounted Madmen by Beza. 
But I ſee no Ground tor their Pretence 
| to Neceſſity; for they might get an Apoſto- 
lical Ordination by having a Conſecrat ion 
om England or Greece, without impo- 
fn unlawful Terms of Communion 
upon them ; -and this might tend much 


to the Reformation of Chriſtendom, but 


{4 the Hand of N makes the Impedi- 


ment. 

I offer another Thought upon this 
Head, the Unchurching 0 7 Foreign Pro- 
teftants, and that is, If Presbyterians be 
right in this Debate, and Epiſcopals 
wrong, this will unchurch Twenty 
Thouland more Chriſtians than the Fo- 
reign Churches are; for it is often told 
to them, That let them join their Preſ- 
byterian Parity with the Popiſh Hierar- 
ch, there are Three Times more Chri- 
2 in the World, than Papiſts- and 

Presbyterians are, and that — + Epiſ- 
Nane and 9 . 


Let 


L * 


Let it be 40 JE VIEW that the 
Foreign Churches have the Shadow of 
Pen: and (as Calvin ſays) Nature 
-abhorrs a Parity. There is a profeſt E- 
piſcopacy in Denmark and Norway, and 
-other Places have Superintendents and 
General Superintendents, tho' they can- 
not lay Claim to Apoſtolical Succeſſion. 
But of the Succeſſion of Sweden J ſhall 
treat hereafter. | | 
I I know it is ſaid, that Presbyterian 
'Churches are more chatitable, for they 
acknowledge the Validity of Epiſcopal - 
Ordination, but we do not acknowledge 
'their's; and this is like the Popiſh Ar- 
gument, That Proteſtants acknowledge 
there may be Salvation had in the Popiſh 
Church, but the Papiſts deny that Pro- 
teſtants can be ſaved. I anſwer, That 
the Conſent of both Parties in an Opini- 
on is not a Rule; but Metaphyſical Prin- 
ciple and Truth is the Rule to ſteer by. 
The Logicians tell us, That contingent 
Propoſitions may be true or falſe,” as the 
Matter is to which it is applied. Herod 
and Pontius Pilate, tho' differing in o- 
ther Things, yet agreed againſt wo 
| itlelf. 


C 
— 


e e 
ite,” It was an Argument the Dona- 


f - " tiſts, a ſowre, churliſh and peeviſh Pack 


of- Schiſmaticks from the Catholick 
Church, made uſe of againſt the Ortho- 
dox, "That it did acknowledge the Bap- 
tiſm of the Donatiſts, and did not rebap- 
tige them, but ſo did not The Donatiſts 
 wwith them; therefore by the Confeſſion of 
AdFverſaries, the Ballance was caſt on 
their Side who did rebaptize thoſe that 
departed from the Catholick Church. The 
Orthodox did not rebaptize thoſe that 
came over to them from the Donatiſis,nor 
did they reordain their Prieſts, nor Nova- 
tian Priefts : The Reaſon is, Becauſe they 
had Apoſtolical Succeſſion by Biſhops. 
But that Argument the Papiſts make 
_ uſe of is not univerſally true on either 
Side. For ſome Caſuiſts among Roma- 
niſis do affirm, That the Ruſticks and 


the ſimpler Sort of thoſe in Germany, 


that go under the Name of Hereticks, 
and do not err ſtiffly, ſtanding out againſt 
Light, cannot be formal Hereticks,. be- 
cauſe they have the Catholick Faith in 
their Baptiſm, which cannot be loſt but 


by erring ſtubbornly. Again, ſeveral: 


Prote- 
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 Prateſiants are as Dogmatick as the Pa- 


pate, and affirm, That a Man living 
echung in Popiſh Pringples cannot be 
bad. And Mr. Dodwell, in Two 
1atters, makes a ſtrong Doubt of it. 
As for the reſt of the Arguments 
which ſeem to plead fer Presbytery, I 
mall take Notice of them hereafter. In 
the mean. Time ] reſt yours to ſerve you. 


ne 
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herein is cogſidered the pretended De- 
| Fence whic) Presbyterians make for 
" their Cauſe out of St. Jerome, on 
| Titus r. 5. 


5 1 Nn 3 

; S 1 R, n | | 

x I Shall firſt ſet, down St. Jerome's.very 
A Words, andiconfider whether they 

t be of any Advantage to the Presbyterian 

Ce. The Words are thele: Before 

| 3 B ſuch 
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4 oy Tine as DO: of the!Dproil, 
ctions, or 015 UW mady N. 
ton, dv Pept aN f of 
aul, and I ee i Cu. 
phas, Jb. Chupther Bee 'gnum ned, by whe 
Commun Gon nctl bf Presbyters; but mil. 
Waras, „ When every "he Hcronmted any 
whom de Bud B. 22 1% be hin dh, 
and not Cbriſt t, it wir Werveed v1 
the 45 Aeffian Werle W rye 
ſen out of the Presbyters, ſould w_ 
over the- reſt, unto hom! the Cane © 
Church "Bould belong, that the ee , 
Schiſm might be taken” Ai. 

They do the Reverend and Leanct 
Father a great Injury, that interpret thi 
with a Prerbyt een, Meaning; ſor it 
will appear, they make him guilty ol 
Preſumption, Falſho6d, and groſs Con- 
tradition.” | 
Frirſt, In aſſerting g a Thing for which he 
"bring s no Pfodf, either from Scripture 
or Poſt-apoſts olical Writers; for, St. 7: 
rome living in the Beginning of the Fifth 
Century, "affirms quite contrary to all 
that were before him, to wit, St. Cl: 
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ment, St. Enatius, and all the Foul /t 
| Cen 


TH 
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Centuries 5 pt 

Meaning, be 516 ter my 45 

> Secondly, They wi FO him guilty 
of Blaſpbemy, to; 7) 5 80 rift ſt and 
His Apoſtles, did inſt fee nA Pres byterian 
L006 but it was ound very, inconve- 
nient, and t hereſore it was found expe- 
dient that Prerbytery, Ren be conyerted 
into an Epiſcgpachs that is, a Govern- 
ment of Diving Right ſhould be turn'd 
hs one of Humane ght, Vi the 


il 
on Ef ag and that the Government 
of Chriſt Inſtitution was not ſuch a 
Fence __ A 8 the Remedy that 
Men found out afterwards. A g * 
Reflection upon the Wildom of out Sa- 
viour and his Apoſtles, who could fore- 
ſee, the Inconveniencies that Houſe en- 
ſue upon Presbyterian G t, 
Thizdly, Will not this 1 make "pln guil- 
gt groſs Contradictions, 1 15 Mean- 
be Predpjent n Becauſe in many 
— partie in his 85th Epiſtle to 
Evagrits, he a Niers That Biſhops, Preſ- 
byters and Deacons, are in the New Te- 


ſtament correſpondent to High-prieſts, 


B 2 Pricſts 


at, Time, 8 if his 35 


prevail d more on Pyesbytery than 


— 


— 


Epheſus, or Titus at Crete ? 


7 4 Naa 
Prieſts and Lehle inithe Old Teftament. 


And in that ſame Epiſtle he tells us, 
That from the Days of St. Mark tbe . 
poſtie, the Church of Alexandria c ga- 
verned by Biſhops till: the Iime of Dio- 


nyſius and Heraclas, be ſucceeded to 


Demetrius, in the 23 1. Tear of Gad, 
which was in the Third Century. And in 
the forementioned Epiſtle does he hot 


propoſe the Queſtion, I hat is it a Bi- 


op can do, but what a Presbyter may do, 


except Ordination? And in his Dialogue 


with the Laciferians he fays, The Mell. 
fare of the Church confiſts in the Dignity o 
the High-prieſt, to whom Jl ſome maichleſs 
Power be not given, there will be as 
many Diviſions in the Church as there are 
Prieſts . | io 
Fourthly, Is not this a Reflection upon 
Presbyterian Government, that they 
themſelves were forced to make Bi- 
ſhops, becauſe they could not ſubſiſt 
without a Change; and that this was in 
the Apoſtles Days, whether before or 
after that Timothy was made Biſhop of 


Fiſthly, 


QDS OA m,n gg tt» mo wIloc  . 


ty 
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Neth, Un ern Reffectiott upon St. 


Joralte Hinſelfflioria lte Precbyterian 
Apologiſts lor fim; that they can never 
candeſcend upon che ace, or 


trag hont N the World, ws'the Fa- 
ben words it; tor tis ſurè the Haparity 
nib before the General Connie: Nice; 
and if it was in the Apoſttes Days, I 
hate proven in the Firſt Part, that 
they kept the Government of their 
oN Plantations in their own Hands, 
ind intended that their Succeſſors ſnould 
ö do the ſame. N Na 
5 Sixthly, If univerſal Cuſtom did make 
5 I Epiſcopacy a Law, and a ſtanding Go- 
e Evernment throughout the World, con- 
tinuing for 1500 Years, by what Rule 
have Presbyterians.. Right to renverſe 
that Cuſtom, without gathering the 
World together to reaſſume their pre- 
t tended Right? Are they ſure to ſtand 
1 
r 


ont againſt the Inſtigatian of the Devil at 

this Time, more than they did in their 
krſt Inſtitution, when they were forced 
to metamorphoſe their Presbytery into 
an Epiſcopacy ? Are they ſure to FP 
"Cace 


14 3 
Peace and _ better dence cherldyr 
of the Apoſtles? Was it not hr the 
better that this Change was made ꝰ iAnd 
if a Man may paſs from his own Right, 
by what Law can he* recover it upon 
his very Repentance, if heidò not ſhew 
the Condition upon which it was firſt 
ſurrendred, and the Breach made upon 
the other Side: The Hebrew Servant, 
by the Ceremony of having bis Ear 
thruſt through 'with'-an- Awl,” Dent. 
15. 16, 17. Was to be a Servant fbr 
euer. Now if Presbytery for very good 
Reaſon, did alter itſelf into Epiſcopacy, 
when Schiſms broke forth in the Church 
of Corinth, in the Days of the Apoſtles, 
and that one Order /above another was 
found to be the proper Remedy for this 
fore Diſeaſe, and this Remedy did con- 
tinue for” 1500 Years; What Reaſon is 
there to alter this Scheme of Govern- 
ment, when' we have not-the Apoſtles 
alive (who had an infallible Conduct) 
to interpoſe their Authority, and to 
countermand their own Decrees through- 
out the World ? | 


But 
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But. Laſilʒ, F we can ” upon a plain 
Expoſition to ſave St. Jerome, that great 
Laght< of the Church, from Tpeaking 
Vartriiths, Abſurdities, and Inconſiſten- 
cies;: this deſeryes very well to be con- 
ſiderced. Forsjt},is ſure, he ſpeaks not 
the) Senſe of Aerius, who in the 4th 
Century was condemned as an Heretick, 
for ſaying that Biſhops and Pre ſbyters 
were all one, which is the Presbyterian 

ion. His Senſe then can be no o- 
therwife than this, which is agreeable to 
other Ancients and his own Expreſſions : 
That-in the Days of the Apoſiles the 
Name of Biſhop and Presbyter was com- 
mon, but this did not infer a Parity in 
the Church; for the Apoſtles were above 
theſe Biſhops -and Presbyters, and kept 
the Government of, the Churches, which 
they planted, in their own Hands: But 
the Church increaſing, and the Apoſiles 
being near to the finiſhing of their Courſe, 
and running out their Race, they ſet up 
their Succeſſorr, to whom the Name of 
Bilhop was peculiarly appropriate, as ha- 
ving the Power of the 79 over Preſ- 


byters and Deacons, and ſo continue 19 
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ction was made rather by — 


cal Inſtitution and Practice, than by 
dur 3 ; Ba does not deny our 


Saxon Deen the Foundation of 
b fort in the Days of his 
5 being the Virtual 


ke 


| —— Government and Power was 
to be given at the Reſurrection, and ex- 
erciſed after the Aſcenſion. 
IT think the Handle that Presbyterians 
make of the Learned Dr. Sage's Words, 
makes nothing to their Purpoſe for a 
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_ That the lets Apoſtles 
firſt Commiſſion had not conſtituted them 
Covernonrs of the Chriſtian Church, if 
their Commiſſion had not been renewed 
er the Reſurrection of Chriſt, for the 
briftian Church could not be founded till 
our Lord was riſen, ſeeing it was to be 
founded on his Reſurrection. | 

It is clear then that St. Ferome's Words 

lead nothing for Presbyterian Parity ; 
br what ſhould exempt him from the 
Cenſure of the Church. of being con- 
demned for an Heretick more than Ae- , 
1115, who, in the End of the Fourth Cen- 
tury miſſing a Biſhoprick, tell upon this 
Revenge, to make himſelf a Biſhop in 
his own Opinion, becauſe the Church _ 
thought him unfit for a Biſhoprick ? 

It is acknowledged, that St. Ferome 
was a Man of too warm a Temper, and 
of very keen Reſentments when provo- 
asked; and I will not ſay but he had 
x- Reaſon to plead for his own Order of 
Prieſthood that was inſulted by ſome 
rich Deacons, whole Infolence came to 
s, that Height, as to*take Precedency of 
a FthePresbyters; who (as St. Jerome con- 

x C feſſes) 
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feſſes) might do any Thing that Biſhops 
did, except Ordination. It is a very odd 
Expoſit ion that Dr. R. in his Vindication 
of the Kirk, puts pen St. Jerome's 
Words, Excepta Ordinatione, that is, 
'The ordering of the Meetings, It is 
plainly as ſenſeleſs an Interpretation as a 
Jeſuit puts upon them, making the 
Words to bean Error of the Printer, al- 
ledging it ought to be Accepta Ordinati- 
one, Having gotten Ordination. But what 
will not Men ſay , when they are reſolved 
againſt the cleareſt Light ? If Men are 
* reſolved not to look upon the Light, 
they will cloſe their Eyes. I ſhall take 
Notice of the reſt of your Arguments 
at greater Conveniency. Farewell. 


POSTSCRIPT. 


I Find the very Learned Author of 
the Brief Account of the Ancient 
Church-Government, Page 201. accule 
Blondel and Salmaſau (the Two Cham- 
pions for Presbytery) with Partiality and 


Breach 
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Preach of Prodiſe by their 1 
to St. Jerome, as a Patron of Presby- 
tery, in his 85. Epiſtle to Evagrius, ci- 
ting a Paſſage which the foreſaid Advo- 
cates for Presbytery, think does make for 
them, and not anſwering the cleareſt 
Paſſage in it all, which makes for Epiſ- 
—_ to wit, Ut ſciamus Apoſtolicas 
Traditi 


ones, &c. That we may know that 
the Apoſtolical Traditions are taken from 
the Old Teſtament, what Aaron and his 
Sons, and the Levites, were in the Temple, 
the ſame, Biſhyps, Presbyters and Dea- 
cons ſhould claim to themſelves in the 
Church, | | 

This Blondel feaveth unſpoken to; 
tho' he entitleth his Book, Apologia pro 
Sententia Hieronymi, ſaying he would 
treat of it in his Sixth Section, but in 
his Book he has only Three Sections. 
And ſo Salmaſius (who wrote before 
him) in his Book againſt Epiſcopacy, 
hath left it untouched, ſaying be will 
anſwer to it in his Book, De Ordine Ec- 
cleſiaſtico; but when he wrote that Book, 
he forgot his Promiſe, | 
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LETTER III. 
In Anſwer to thoſe that endeavour to 
prove the Validity of the Miniſterial 
Acts of thoſe that want Epiſcopal Or- 
dination. | . 
SIR, 3 
OO deſire me to ſay ſomething 
in the Caſe of the Fewyh Church 
and Prieſtood, as it was ſtated in our 
Saviour's Time: Which ſeems to make 
very much for Foreign Churches, and 
for thoſe that want Epiſcopal Ordination. 
For as Dr. Burnet ſays in his Expoſition 
of the 23d Article, Pag. 259.260. God 
had, by expreſs Law, fixed the Prieſt- 
hood in the Eldeſt of Aaron's Family ; and 
that therefore, tho' that being a Theo- 
cracy, any Prophet empotered of God 
might have transferred this Office, from 
Fe | os 
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one Perſon or ooh 9 that Family to 
another ; yet without ſuch an Authority, 
mo other Perſon might make any ſuch 
Change. But after all this, (not to men- 
tion the Maccabees, and all their Succeſ- 
ſors of the Aſmonean Family) as Herod 
had begun to change the High-Prieſthood 
at Pleaſnre, ſo the Romans not only con- 
tinued to do this, but in a moſt merce- 
nary Manner, they ſet this Sacred Fun- 
ction to Sale. Here were as great Nul- 
lities in the Highprieſts that were in our 
— Time, as can be well imagined 
10 be. 

For the Jews keeping their Genealogies 
ſo exaCtly as they did, it could not but be 4 
well known in whom the reſt of this Of- i 
fice reſted ; and they all kneww that had it, lb 
purchaſed it ; yet thoſe were in Fact High- N. 
prieſts ; and ſince the People could have 

no other, the Atonement was ſtill perform- 
ed by their Miniſtry, 

Our Saviour owned Caiaphas, the Sacri- 
legious and Uſurping Highpriefl, John 
18. 22, 23. and as ſuch he prophecied, 
John 11. 51. This ſhews, that where 
the Neceyity was real and nn 

he 
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the Jews were bound to think that God 
did, in Conſideration of that, diſpenſe with 


bis own Precept. 


This may be a juſt Inducement for us 
to believe, that whenſoever God (by his 
Providence) brings Chriſtians under a vi- 
ſible Neceſſity, of being either without all 
Order and Foim-worſhip, or of joining in 
an unlawful Worſhip; or finally, of brea- 
king thro Rules and Methods, in order to 
the being united in Worſhip and Govern« 
ment ; that of theſe Three, of which one 
muſt be choſen, the laſt is the leaſt Evil, 
and has the feweſt Inconveniencies hang- 
ing upon it, and that therefore it may 
choſen. 1 

I muſt ſay, that they are far to ſeek, 
who will make this a Defence for the 
Lawfulneſs of the Ordination of Foreign 
or B11itiſþ Presbyterian Kirks; for none of 
them pretend Neceſſity, but aſſert the 
Divine Right of Presbytery, in Oppoſition 
to Epuſcopacy, by their own Expoſition of 
the Scriptures, contrary to univerſal and 
88 Practice of all Churches in the 

orld. So that the Presbyterians will 
never thank the Champion that * 2 

uc 


2 

ſuch a Defencl in ml Behalf. And 
et in my Opinion they have no better: 

heir Predeceſſors (as I have cited in 
the firſt Part, Pag. 78, Gc.) diſclaim 
Magiſtrates and People, as the Founda- 
tion of the Miniſtry, and very ſolidly 
refute theſe Opinions, and founded it 
upon Succeſſion; but being unable to 
prove their own, muſt wander or ſhel- 
ter themſelves under the Wings of Inde- 
pendency or Enthuſiaſm. Conſequently 
their Miniſterial Acts muſt be void: There 
Is a Nullity in their Baptiſms, and in 
preſuming to adminiſter the Exchariſt. 
< But in the next Place, I anſwer with the 
Learned Author of the Invalidity of Lay 
Baptiſm, in his Appendix, Pag. 176, 

c. 

Firſt, That tho' Things were as the 
' | Expoſitor repreſents them, concerning 
the Ferwiſh Church, yet it will not fol- 
low, that the Miniſtrations of theſe 
of that cannot prove their Mioiſtry by Apo- 
4 I olical Succeſſion is valid; becaule the 
e | -1iſitian Church never was, nor ever will 
e reduced to that State of the Few 
Ghurch: For the ſuppoſed Uſurpation 

| affected 
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affected the whole Church of the Jet; 
becauſe the Atonement by the Few! 
Highprieſt could only be made in that 

one Place called the Hol of Holies, which 
was in the Temple at Jeruſalem. Even 
8 true Highprieſt could not do it in any 
other Part of the World. But the Mi- 
niſtrations of the Chriſtian Prieſthood are 
not ſoconfin'd to Place; they are equal- 
ly valid over the Face of the whole 
Earth ; ſo that if wicked Civil Powers 
in one Country ſhould baniſh, or de- 
ſtroy Chriſtian Highprieſts, the Biſhops: 
Or, in another Country, thoſe Highprieſts 
themſelves ſhould defile God's Worſhip 
to that Degree, that it would endanger 
our Salvation to join therein; yet till 
God's Promiſe of being with his Apoſtles, 
his Highprieſts, to the End of the World; 
and that the Gates of Hell ſhall not pre- 
wail againſt his Church, ſecures us thus 
much, that this Deſtruction or Defection 
of the Chriſtian Highprieſts, ſhall not 
be univerſal; ſome ſhall be found on 
Earth, with whom we may Communi- 
cate; and from whoſe Hands Men may 
receive valid Ordination to Miniſter N 
4 F Holy 
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Holy Things: — if in one City or 
Kingdom they are perſecuted, they may 
flee into another; and if they are de- 
ſtroy d in one Dominion, they may be 
found in another: And this in Fact has 
been hitherto verified, from the firſt 
Planting of Chriſtianity to this Day; in- 
ſomuch, that no Chriſtian Church has been 
reduc'd to that univerſal Defection, here 
ſuppoſed to have been in the Jewiſh: 
For even in the worſt Times of Popery, 
they that Reform'd, without Biſhops to 
Head them, might, if they would, have 
procured Miniſters to be Ordained by 
Greek ot Oriental Biſhops, or by Reſor- 
med Biſhops in England, if their own 
corrupt Biſhops refuſed to Ordain them. 
And it is not ſufficient to object, that the 
Labour and Travel, (5c. thus to ob- 
tain valid Ordination, is exceſſive great, 
and in fome Circumſtances, next to im- 


poſſible; for Men can eaſily overcome 


theſe imaginary Mountains of Trouble 


and Danger, in caſe of Health, Wealth, 
Pleafure or Profit; for the Wonders of 
the Deep, Storms, Tempeſts, the Fear of 


Robbers, Pyrates, and "mercileſs Murder- 
| D | 
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ers, do not terrify them from their Pur- 
ſuit: And is not a Valid Miniſiry pre- 
ferable to theſe? So that the Cafe of the 
uſurped Prieſthood of the Jets could 
not be helped in any other Part of the 
World, but fo is it not in the Chriſtian 
Church ; for the Atonement could only 
be made at the one Altar, from which 
(by Suppolition) the inſtituted High- 
prieſt was forcibly kept by the Secular 
Power of the Romans. 

Secondly, This Learned Author, in 
Anſwer to Dr. Burnet's Expoſition, 
which ſays, That God had, by an expre/s 
Law, fixed the Hiehprieſthood| in my El- 
deſt of Aaron's Family ; denies, that this 
expreſs Law is to be found in the Ca- 


non of Holy Scripture; for we find the 


Inſtitution to have been expreſly in Aaron 


and his Sons. See Exod. xxviii. 1, 2, 


40, 41, 42, 43. See allo xl. 13, 14, 


15. Again in Lewit. xvi. we have an 


exact Deſcription of the Atonement, 
and of the Highprieſt's Miniſtration there- 
of in the Holy Place once a Year, but 
not one Word of Aaron's Eldeſt Son, 


Ver ſes 


2 
Verſes 32, M. See Levir xxi. 10. 
Numb. iii. 10. xvili. 1, 7. 

It wilj be ſaid to this, That God him- 
ef commanded Moſes to Conſecrate Elea- 
zar the eldeſt Son of Aaron, to be High- 
 Wprieft inſtead cf his Father, Numb. xx. 
25, 26, 27. and that therefore the Lato 
1 confined the Highprieſthood to the eldeſt 
- BSon's Line. 
rj The Conſequence cannot be allow'd 

from this particular Inſtance, becauſe the 
n Wltanding Law about the Prieſthood is, 
„Lat it ſball be in Aaron and his Song; 
nd there is another Law concerning the 
{- ery ſame Office, that excludes the El- 
is Reſt, as well as any other of Aaron's 
Sons, from that great Dignity, if he 
mould chance to have any Impediment 
ention'd in that Law. See Lewit. xxi. 
2, 7. to 23. And it cannot be fairly af- 
rmed that God would ſecure the eldeſt 
ons from every one of theſe Blemiſhes, 
hat they might Miniſter before him 
vthin the Veil. 
Again, the Scriptures record ſeveral 
ighprieſts who were not of the Line of 
leazar the Eldeſt, but of Ithamar the 
D 2 younger 


ſes 
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younger Son of Wa? For Example, 
Eli, in the Time of the Judges, 1 Sam. 
ii. 27, 30. Ahimelech in the Reign of 
King Saul, 1 Sam. viv. 3. xxi. 1. xxii. 
15. called allo Abiatbar, Mark ii. 2 6. 
the Highprieſt whom King Saul flew. So 
likewiſe another Abimelech in the Reign 
of King David, 2 Sam, viii. 18. And in 
the Reign of King Solomon, Abrathar, 
Theſe, tis plain, were not of the Line 
of Eleazar ; for his Sons are mentioned 
particularly by Name, 1 Chron. vi. and 
not one of theſe Highprieſts is reckoned 
among them; yet they executed the 
Office, and no Mark of Infamy is {et 
upon them for ſo doing, becauſe they 
were not the Strangers who, by the Law 
of Moſes, were to die for coming within 
the Veil. And certainly if they had been 
Invaders of the Highprieſt hood, God 
would have given us ſome Notice of his 
diſpenſing with his own ſuppoſed Law, 
or elle ſome Mark of his Diſpleaſure at 
their Uſurpation, to have warn'd others 
from the like Sin for the Future: As 
he did upon King Saul, for but offering 
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A Burat l had no Au 
thority to do ſo, being no Prieſt. 

We do not ſee that the Prieſthood 
was fixed in the Eldeſt of Aaron's Fa- 
mily, and therefore when any other of 
Aaron's Sons got into the Highpricſthood 
(which required that it ſhould be in 
Aaron and his Sons) the eſſential Law 
of God concerning the Highprieſibood 
was not vacated. And this was the Caſe 
of the Maccabees, and all their Succeſ- 
fors of the Aſmonean Family, they were 
of the Sons of Aaron, and therefore va- 
lid Highprieſts. 

Again, ſays the ſame Learned Author, 


the Highprieſts in Herod's and the Romans 


Time, they were allo of the Sons of 
Aaron; For notwithſtanding the Wic- 
kedneſs ot ſetting that Office to Sale, 
Joſephus aſſures us, that it was done 
with this particular Regard, that theſe 
who obtained it were in Holy Orders. 


His Words are theſe: 


Herod having now received the Ring- 
dom from the Romans, made no longer 
any Scruple of chooſing the Highpreeſts out 
of the Aſmonean Race; but conferred the 
8 Honour 
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Honour indifferent) upon Perſons, tho”. 


never ſo obſcure, provided they were but 
in Holy Orders. Buok 20. Cap. 8. 
This ſhews, that Herod and the Ro- 
mans, as wicked as they were, had ſo 
much Regard to the Jewiſb Laws, as 
not to proſtitute the Highprizſthood to 
any who were not of the Seed of Aaron, 
And therefore 'it is reaſonable to con- 
clude, that the Highprieſts in our Savi- 
our's Time were valid Highprieſts. 
Thirdly and Laſtly, ſays this Learned 
Author, in Anſwer to Biſhop Burnet's 
Expolition upon this Point, The Atone- 
ment Was ſiill preſerved by their Miniſtry ; 
that is, as the Expoſition alledges, the 
Uſurping Prieſthood in our Savionr's 
Day. That the Learned Author calls 
begging the Queſtion, affirming the 
Thing he ſhould have proven, to wit, 
That the ſuppoſed Uſurpins Highprieſts 
performed not any Atonement at all, And 
the Reaſor”of his denying is, That if 
they were not inſtituted Highpreeſts, their 
pretended Sacerdotal Acts, attempting 
to propitiate the Divine Nature, were 
as null to that Purpoſe, as King Saul's 
| | was 
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was before them; that is, wholly null 
and void. But 24ly, Tho' they were 


truly Highprieſts, as he grants they were, 


yet it does not appear, that any Atone- 
ment for the Sins of the Fews was 
made by their Miniſtration in our Savi- 
our's lime: For: the People were ap- 
pointed to Wrath and Vengeance. Our 
Saviour wept over them, becauſe,through 
the Hardneſs of their Hearts, the Thing s 
which belonged to their Peace were hid 
from their Eyes : So that an Offering by 
the moſt regular Highprieſi was of no 
Efficacy to atone for ſuch Sinners. 

But Dr. Burnet goes on in Defence of 
Succeſſionleſs Ordination, and ſays, That 
where the Neceſſity was real and us a- 
voidable, the Jews were bound to think, 
that God did, in. Conſideration cf that, 
aiſpenſe with his own Precept. 

To which our Learned Author An- 
ſwers, That this muſt be acknowledged 
in one Senſe, and abſolutely denied in 
another. It muſt be acknowledged, that 
God in ſuch real and unavoidable Ne- 
ceſſities, diſpenſes with his own Precept; 
that is, does not expect us to . 

| when 


when 'tis out of pie to obey it: 
He then diſpenſes with our Non ability 
to perform it; and ſo imputes not unto 
us the Omiſſion of it. But then it is ab- 
ſolutely to be denied, that in ſuch real 
and unavoidable Neceſſi ty, where we 
cannot have his poſitive Inſtitutions, he 
diſpenſes with them by allowing us to 
commute, and put inſtead thereof our 
Human Inſtitution, to ſerve for the ſame 
Purpoſes, as the Divine one: Becauſe it 
would infer that God would equalize a 
Human Inſtitution to his own Divine 
on For the Jews, who always (when 
thought and practiſed as the Mo- 
fark Law Slireed them) reckoned that 
God would not, in Caſes of greateſt 
Neceſhty, allow them to ſubſtitute their 
own Inventions in the Room of his poſi- 
tive Inſtitutions. For thus, when they 
were in Captivity in Babylon 70 Years, 
they did not dare to Sacrifice, becauſe 
they were deſtitute of the Temple and 
Altar, where God had placed his Name, 
and where the Inſtitution required his 
Sacrifice to be offered; and to this Day 
ns give the lame Reaſon why they do 


not 


1 
not offer any material Sacrifice as for- 
merly, becauſe they have not the ap- 
pointed. Temple and Altar. So that. 
we may reaſonably conclude, that when 
we cannot have nor obtain God's poſi- 
tive Inſtructions, we muſt not ſet up our 
own inſtead thereof. 
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you ſee how ſolidly Dr. Burnet is 
confuted, when he has racked his 
Wit to do the ſucceſſionleſs Caule a Piece 
of Service ; and the Anſwer given may 
ſerve to ſtrangle all that any other can 
ſay, tho' he ſhould have written a Thou- 
land Sheets upon the Head. For 1. 
They cannot pretend Neceſſity. 2. 
do not pretend to it; for they exalt 
and prefer their Government to Epiſco- 
pacy. 3. We find, that if God, in his 
Providence, will have his poſitive Inſti- 
tutions to periſh, (which Chriſt promiſed 
ſhould never be ſo in the Goſpel Mini- 
try) that the Inventions of Men cannot 
y make up that Loſs, or come in place 
lo thereof. | 
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LET TER IV. 
The Anſwer Presbyterians give to the 
Plea of Succeſſion, 1. That it is Do- 
ctrinal, and not Perſonal. 2. Of the 

., Conceſſions of Learned Papiſts and Pro- 
teſtants, for the Validity of Ordination 

by mere Prieſts or Presbyters. 

| againſt the Apoſtolical Succeſſion 
is, That what Fathers and Pro- 

teſtants meant by it, is Doctrinal and 
not Perſonal Succeſſion : Which, in my 
humble Opinion, cannot make good 
Senſe; for one Doctrine does not ſuc- 
ceed to another, we are to contend for 
the Faith was once delivered to the Saints ; 
but one Faith does not ſucceed to ano- 
ther; for the Faith never dies, nor does 
one Bible ſucceed to another, otherwiſe 
we might be multiplying Creeds and 


Bibles every Day: But it is that ſame Fae! 
an 


HE ordinary Anſwer that is given 
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and Docttine taught by the Apoſtles that 
is continued in the Church, by the Prea- 
ching of thoſe that are lawfully autho- 
rized by the Biſhops, who are the Suc- 
ceſſors to the Apoſtles, whole Poſts and 
Offices in preaching the Word, admini- 


ſtration of Sacraments, abſolving of Peni- 


tents, and other Miniſterial Aets, I ay, 
by Succeſlors ſupplying the Mortality of 
their Predeceſſors, according to Chriſt's 
Promiſe, Matth. xxviii. Lo I am with 
you to the End of the World. 

Secondly, As to the Conceffions and 
Opinions of Canoniſts and Schoolmen 
among the Papiſts, That the Ordination 
of Prieſts without a Biſhop, may be va- 
lid; and the Conceſſion of Proteſtant 
and Epiſcopal Divines for the Validity of 
the Miniſterial Acts for Foreign Church- 
es that have no Epiſcopal Ordination, and 
are not the perſonal Succeſſors of the 
Apoſtles, I give theſe following 
Thoughts. 

1. That it is not our Charity, nor 
Civility, nor the Opinions of Learned 
Men, can make thole Goſpel Miniſters, 
nor their Adminiſtrations valid, who 

i are 


5 . ( 
ate not authorize 9 Biſhops, who 
prove at leaſt a preſumptive Succeſſion 
to the Apoſtles, which their Oppoſers 
cannot diſprove. 

2. There are as learned Men, and 
with greater Strength of Reaſon, who 
confute their Opinions, particularly Dr. 
Hicks, Mr. Dodzwell, and the Author of 
Lay Bapiiſm invalid. | 
3- They who give ſuch Conceſſions, 
do more Harm than Good; for it puts 
their Readers in the Belief, that Presby- 
terian Miniſtry is as good as an Epiſcopal 
in ſuch and ſuch Circumſtances, and that 
their Adminiſtrations are as valid as it 
they were the Apoſtles Succeſſors, and 
that it is needleſs to ſeek an Apoſtolical 
Ordination where it may be had, as it 
can never be wanted, if Men be wil- 
ling to have it: Moreover, it makes 
People think Church Government to be 
but indifferent or ambulatory, and that 
it is impoſſible to find out what is right 
or wrong, or to know what is true or 
falſe: withall, it makes Men entertain 
miſtaken Notions ; For Charity (ſays the 
Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 13.) rejoiceth in the Truth, 
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and not in Error or Falſhood, Charity 
muſt be accompanied with Knowledge 


and Reaſon, Truth and Certainty: 
Now that the Adminiſtrations of thoſe 
who are the Apoſtles Succeſſors, and of 
thoſe who are not ſhall be valid, is not 
conſiſtent with Reaſon nor Revelation. 
It opens a Door to all Hereſie and 
Sehiſm, it is not Charity to, ſooth 
Men in their Errors, Charity .without 
Truth and Certainty is but Stupidity. 
If there ſeem to be any Harſhneſs or 
bad Conſequences in all this, let us ſee 
at whoſe Door the Sin doth ly ? | 

4. I anſwer, That the beſt and learnedſt 
of Bilhops and foreign Presbyterians 
allow of Epiſcopal Ordination, but ſo 
do not the Epiſcopal allow of theirs, 
(which J have ſhewn in the firſt Letter, 
to be no Popiſh Argument) I think then 
when a Thing is certain on the one Side, 
and uncertain on the other, it is reaſon- 
able to yield to the ſafeſt Side, as Mrs. 
Burgeſs, Baxter and Manton did, to take 
away all Doubt, by ſubmitting to Epiſ- 
copal Ordination. And ,{o: at the Re- 
ſtauration of King Charles in the Vear 

| oy 1662. 
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1662. Mrs. 5 5 „ Fairfoul, Lighton 
and Hamilton yielded firſtto be Diaconate, 
then to be Presbyterate, and thirdly to be 


conſecrated im 75 as Roger Coke Eſq; 


in his Derection of the Court and State of 


England in the ſour laſt Reigns, Vol. 2. 
283 1694. Pag. 12 1. relates: The 

k is wrong paged, for it has 121 
twice, but the Account is in the laſt 1% 1 
Page. And that Author is ſomewhat diſ- 
pleaſed with that Submiſſion, becauſe he 
thinks it was a virtual Acknowledgment 
of the Invalidity of their Presbyterian 
Miniſtry. 

5. The Presbyterian Argument from 
the Conceſſion of learned Antagoniſts, 
Popiſh or Proteſtant, is not coming to 
the Point, nor the Queſtion rightly ſtated. 
For the Queſtion is, Whether or not 
there can be a Miniſtry commiſſioned to 
preach and baptize, c. that have not 
Apoſtolical Succeſſion, which cannot be 
proven but by Epiſcopal Ordination, 
the conſtant and univerſal Practice of 
the Church, which is the ſureſt living 
Commentary on the Scriptures? 
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6. I oppoſe C 21 he Counter-con- 
ceſſions of the learned Reformers, which 
may. be ſeen in the Miſcellany Numbers, 
particularly in the Appeal to Calvin's 
Tribunal, where the Reader may fee his 
Approbationand Teſtimony of Hierarchy, 
Liturgy and Ceremonies, &c. the tran- 
ſcribing whereof, would exceed the 
Volume which I am printing at preſent, 
particularly in his Anſwer to Mr. Cart- 
wright's Repreſentatiun of Archbiſhops 
and Biſhops, where he Denounces all Curſes 
againſt thoſe who do not obſerve ſuch a 
Hierarchy with all Reverence nnd Obedi- 
ence, and he accounts a Government by 


Archbiſhops a moderate Honour, as being. 


within the Compaſs of a Man's Power to 
execute.------And the ancient Church did 
. Patriarchs and Primates in every 

rovuince to unite Biſhops in Concord. 
See this more largely cited in the firſt 
Part, Pag. 95, Gc. See allo in the fore- 
laid Miſcellany Numbers, P. 61. Calvins 
Opinion of his Ordination of Presbyters 
without Biſhops, where he ſays, It were 


greatly to be deſired, that a continued 


Succeſſion might be preſerved, that the 


Office 


. N 
Office might be delivered from Hand to 
and, &Cc. 
Again in the ſame 61 Pag. where he 
gives his Sentiment of the Biſhops ha- 
ving the ſole Power of Ordination. 
And here he ſuppoſes it agreeable to Apoſto- 
lical Practice, for there was at Epheſus 
a College of Presbyters, when St. Paul 
ordained Jimotby, and tho' the Apoſtle 
tells us of the laying on of the Hands of 
the Presbytery, 1 Tim. iv. 14. yet in 
another Place he mentions the Impoſition 
no Hands but his own, 2 Tim. i. 6. 
do not underſtand (ſays he) the firſt 
Place to be meant of the College of Preſ- 
byters, but of the Ordination it ſelf, as if 
the Apoſile had ſaid, ſee that the Grace of 
God given thee by Impoſition of Hand,, 
when I made thee a Presbyter, be not in 
Vain. St. Jerome ſaid this before him. 
So that Calvine's Meaning is, Neglect not 
the Gift, (that is the Cffice) of Presbytery, 
or of a Presbyter, which was given to 
thee by Prophecy, that is, by the Spirit 
of Diſcerning which is in me, and by 
which I found thee a qualified and fit Per- 
4 OY ſon 


S on, 


by the laying on of my Hand.. 

I find Mr. George. Gileſpie in his Trea- 
tile of Miſcellany Queſtions, publiſhed 
” Mr. Patrick Gilleſpie; printed at 

dinburgh, Anno 1649. pals his. civil 
Cenfure upon, this Expoſition of Calvir's, 
P. 98. thus, Quandoque Bonus dormitat 
Homerus. Sometimes the great Homer 
takes a Napp. Or as we ſay in a Scottiſh 
Proverb, A four-footed Herſe may ſnapper, 
or in Engliſh may ſtumble. This (Ithink) 
is but a ſorry Confutation of Calvn's 
Expolition, and of St. Jeroin's Authority 
before him. | 

Icould bring ina Cloud of Witneſſes 
of the Reformers, as Luther and his 
Followers, and Melanchton, who ſay, 
Would to God it lay in me to reſtore the 
Order of Biſhops, for I foreſee what 
rl manner of Government we ſhall have, 
and that thereafter will ſpring up a greater 
% Dranm than ever. But. | 
it 7. Laſth, The learned Men of Pro- 
y teſtant Epiſcopals grant their Allow 

ances with a Warrant, Caution and 
Limitation, by which they ftrangle = 
| F the 
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ſon to receive the Office of a Presbyter, 


n 

the Pebble Defences. For Biſhop 
Downham in his Defence of his Conſe- 
crat ion Sermon, and Maſon's Defence of 
Ordination, Pag. 168. 171. Dr. Field, 
Lib. 3. C. 39. and others except ſome 
Caſes of Neceſſity; ſuch as theſe, Hall 
the Biſhops in the World were dead or 
deſtroyed, turn Hereticks or Perſecutors of | | 
the Truth, and refuſe to ordain any that , 
will not ſubſcribe their Errors, or if ſome | ; 
_ Chriftians in a deſert Iſland had no Acceſs |} , 
to. Biſhops. J 
\ 

a 

0 
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It is told in the preceeding Letter, 
That the Church of God was never 
brought toſuch a Paſs, nor ever ſhall be, 
and it God will ſuffer his poſitive Inſti- 
tutions to periſh, I do not ſee how Men 
can mend the Matter, unleſs they come 
with extraordinary Credentials to prove 
their Miſſion. But the Presbyterians 
do not thank any Man for ſuch Conceſ- 
ſions, for they plead a Divine, Scriptural, 1 
Apoſtolical and Primitive Right, by o 
their own Expoſition of the Scripture 7 
and Fathers againſt the Practice of all 


Ancient and Modern Churches in the | 
| World, ? 


. : ( | a | 
World, and ola theſe Conceſ- 
fions fall to the Ground. 

I find Presbyterian Authors cite ſeveral 
Schoolmen and Canoniſts againſt the Divine 
Right of Biſhops, which were tedious 
here to repete; but a ſhort Anſwer may 
ſuffice, to wit, That theſe Authors do 
ſo, to magnifie the Power of the Pope 
whom they account the viſible Head of 
the Church and Chriſt's Vicar General 
upon Earth, and ſwallow the primitive 
Epiſcopacy into the Papacy. So Authors 
whom Presbyterians cite in their Favours, 
allow of one Biſhop by Divine Right 
over the Clergy, but the Presbyterians 
none at all, 

But to do the Papiſts Juſtice, their 
learned Men cenſure ſuch Opinions as 
are injurious to the primitive Epiſcopacy, 
as Franciſcus a Sancta Clara, Apolog; 
Epiſcop. P. 125. cited by the learned 
Anomymus Author of the brief Account 
of the ancient Church Government, 
Pag. 251. The Words are, They are 
not found to be Divines but triffling 
Lawyers, who firſt broached and vented 
this Opinion, if we may call it an Opinion. 
F 2 The 


Ibe Ground 95 155 cba ariſes from 
the Reſpect they bear io the Apoſiolick 
See, butt it were greater Deference to 
the Supreme See to ſearch after Truth, 
and having found it to declare it, than 
under Colour of Reſpett to that See, to 
belch forth new Opinions unknown to 
Antiquity. | 

And the Council of Trent, Sell. 23. 
Chap. 4. declares, That Biſhops are true 
Succeſſors of the Apoſtles, that they are 
above Presbyters, and that it belongs to 
them to confirm and to confer Holy Orders. | 
And the 6 Canon of the ſame Seſſion is 
this. If any ſay that there is no Hierarchy Nl | 
inſtituted by Divine Appointment which IN 
conſiſts of Biſhops, Presbyters and Dea- | 
cons, let it be an Anathema. | 

So we find that the Authorities which 
Presbyterians cite ſtom Papiſts and Pro- 
teſtants can do them no Service. | 

I could fill a Volume in Favours of 
Epiſcopacy from Presbyterian Authors 
and Reconcilers, as Monſieur Daaille de 
55 Dion. and Ign. falſo attrib. Lib. 2. 
. 38. = | a4 83 
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© It is clearer than the Sun at Mid- day, 
© from ſuch of the Writings of Origen as 
© are extant, and eſpecially from Cyprian's 
© Epiſtles, that towards the End of the 
Third Century, not only the Offices and 
© Functions, but alſo the Names of Bi- 
© ſhop and Presbyter were diſtinguiſh'd. 
But Calvin goes a greater Length, as I 
-»y proven in the firſt Part, Pag. 39, 

15 

And our Learned Countryman Dr. 
Forbes, in his Irenicum, tells us, That 
a Church where no Biſhop is, may be a 
Church, tho" imperfect; yet in his ſecond 
Book, and 12th Propoſition, aſſerts, 
That he ſins againſt Chriſt, whoſoever he 
be, Clergyman or Laick, who deſpiſes the 
Authority of his Biſhop, and denies Obe- 
dience to the juſt Commands of theſe who 
are under the Epiſcopal Power. 
The Reverend and Learned Dr. Scot, 
in his Chriſtian Life, Vol. II. Ch. vii. 
P. 294. ſpeaks as much as any living 
did, or can do, for thoſe that have not 
Epiſcopal Ordination. 

Thus, when he ſays, Tho' the inſti- 
tuted Government of Epiſcopacy be ay 
ire Soha ary 


ſary to the Perfection of a Church, yet it 

doth not therefore to the Being of it; for I 

even in the Jewiſh Church, wherein all f 
| 
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Things were determined by Divine Inſti- 
tution, even to the minuteſt Circumſtan- 
cet, there were ſundry notorious Devia- 
tions from that Inſtitution, which yet did I © 
not unchurch them. It was a great De- 
viation in them to offer Sacrifice in their 
Higb Places, after God had determined 1 
| them to ſacrifiſe only at the Temple at 1 
Jeruſalem. It was another great Devi- 
ation in them, to make Prieſts out of other 
Families, after God had determined them 
to the Family of Aaron; and yet it is 
certain, that neither the one nor the other 
did unchurch them. And if theſe De- 
wviations from Divine Inſtitution, which 
were the Effects of their Negligence, 
did not yet unchurch them, it it not to 
be imagined that ſuch Deviations from it 
as are the pure Effefts of Neceſlity fhould 
unchurch others,----- And by the ſame 
Reaſon, whenever the Divine Providence 
doth, by unavoidable Neceſſity, deprive 
any Church of its Epiſcopacy, it thereby, 1 
for the preſent at leaſt, and whilſt the | © 
Neceſſuy 
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Neceſſity 0 0 releaſes it ſrom the 
Obligation of the Inſtitution of Epiſco- 
pacy, and allows it to adminiſter its Co- 
vernment and Diſcipline by a Parity of 
Presbyters. And therefore, ſo long as it 
did not renounce the Epiſcopacy, but ſtill 
continues in Communion with other Chur- 
ches that enjoy it, it ought to be looked 
upon, and communicated with, as a true 
(though a maimed one) of the Church Ca- 
Fholick For the Catholick Church never 
denied her Communion to any Chriſtian, or 
Community of Chriſtians upon any una- 
voidable Deviation ſrom poſitive Inſtitu- 
tion. It was without Doubt as great 
a Deviation from poſitive Inſtitution 
for Laymen to Baptize, as for a 
Parity of Presbyters to govern, ordain, 
&c. and yet in Caſes of Necęſſity, the 
Catholick Church always allow'dthe Bap- 
tiſm of Laymen, as deeming Baptiſm in 
itſelf more neceſſary, than the Adminiſtra- 
2 of Baptiſm by Perſons in Holy Or- 
ers. 

To this it is anſwered in ſhort, That 
what is ſaid to Dr, Burnet in the pre- 
ceeding 3d Letter, may ſuffice to inva- 

lidate 
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lidate what the Learned Dr. Scot has 
written upon this Head. For the Pa- 
rallel betwixt- Lay-Baptiſm in caſe of 
Neceſſity and Presbyterian Ordination 
will not hold ; for the firſt does fall out 
that a commiſſioned Perſon cannot be 


had to baptize, but the ſecond does not, 


nor ever did, nor ever will fall out, ſo 
long as Chriſt's Promiſe ſtands. The 
Foreign Churches and Britiſh Presbyte- 


. _ rians may have Epiſcopal Ordination if 


they will, but they think they are not 
expoſed to that Neceſſity, which chari- 
table and learned Authors in the Epiſ- 
copal Communion plead in their Be- 
half; for they believe their own Con- 
ſtitution more reformed from Popery 
than the Epiſcopal is, and PresBytery 
more Scriptural and Primitive than E- 
onal | 

2. They who are for Lay-Baptiſm 
plead Neceſſity only, but the Presbyteri- 

ans plead Authority for what they do. 
3. Presbyterians will not allow that 
Laymen ſhould baptize in caſe of Ne- 
ceſſity, nor do the Doctors of the Church 
of England allow it, tho' it was ſome- 
| | times 
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times practiſed about the Beginning of - 
the Reformation, and allowed by o- 


Withall (with due Deference to the 
Learned Doctor) it is denied that ever 
the Catholick Church did allow of it; 
for they who ſtudied the Caſe, have 
found that it was a Roumiſh Corruption, 
and that it was oppoſed mightily by ma- 
ny in the African Church; and the Lear- 
ned Author of the broalidity of Lay- 
Baptiſm, has ſolidly demonſtrated this 
to - a Romiſb Corruption, a Montaniſti- 
cal Nation, in Jertullian; and that it is 
not of ſuch abſolute Neceſſity as to in- 
vade the Prieſtly Office, but to truſt the 
Soul to God that made it, rather than 
tranſgreſs his poſitive Inſtitutions. 
4. The Britiſh Presbyterians make it 
2 Buſineſs to affront, rabble, to ex- 
tirpate and ſwear Epiſcopac) out of the 
World, as an Antichriſtian Corruption. 
5. The Learned Dr, Scot will find 
many Divines againſt his Opinion on this 
Head. There is a Learned Anonymus 
Presbyter of the Church of England, has 
written on the Divine Right of Epil c0- 
© 


Pac), 
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pacy, Printed 1708. who in his Preface, 
written by the Reverend and Learned 
Dr. George Hicks, has theſe Words: 
As | am as much as any Prieſt in the 
Church of England for Fraternal Cor- 
reſpondence with the Foreign Keſormed 
Churches, ſo I think the beſt Uſe that can 
be made of it, is to ſhew the Inſufficiency 
of thole Arguments, which either their 
Miniſters, or ſome of our Clergy have wſed 
in behalf of their Reformation and Mis 
ſion; and to beſeech and oblige them in 
the Spirit of Meekneſs, to put the Latter 
out of all Queſtion and Doubt; by vetur- 
ning to that Fm of Eccleſiaſtical Polity 
which Chriſt Jeſus appointed by himſelf 
and by the Direction W his holy Spirit, for 
the ſtanding and unalienatle Government 
of the Church. I think this much more 
becoming the Charity of a Chriſtian Bi- 
ſhop or Prieſt, than to ſooth them up in 
their Error, and deviſe Shifts of Argu- 
ments againſt the Authority and Practice 
of the Catholick Church, to harden bot 
their Magiſtrates and Miniſters in tht 
Continuance of a ſinful Exorbitance, dobicl 
they ought to redreſs. He concludes 
Wifi 
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with the Words of my Lord Chancel- 


lor Clarendon, tranſcribed out of an im- 
perfect Letter, written by his Lordſhip 
a little before his Death at Rhoan in 
France. 

1 cannot (ſaith he) but obſerve, with- 
out taking Delight in the Obſervation, how 
great Pains grave Divines of the Church 
of England take,. to have our Church 
of England thought to be of the ſame Re- 
ligion with the other, whilſt their Paſtors 
ſuperciliouſiy look upon themſelves Gs ha- 
ving no need of their Acceſs or Counte- 
nance : We ſeem to deſire io be thought 
like them, when they do not in the leaſt 
Degree appear willing to be thought like 
uw ; and when inthe Uſurpation of Crom- 
well, and the Deſolation to which our 
foor Church was reduced, they made no 


Scruple to declare it Antichriſtian. They 


are now reduced to ſo much good Man- 
ners, as to believe us in a State of Salva- 
tion, without ſo much as lamenting their 
oron Deſects, which the greateſt Men 
that have been of their Communion, had 
the Modeſty heretofore to do, and ſcem'd 
to grieve that it was not in their Pomer 


EG 2 to 


— ——— — — 


— ” —c - — 


— 


- 
— 


—_ — — 
| — 


" "= 


- 
— - 2 
2 — 
- a - 


\ _— Sm 5 


— 2 fe 
* 


—— — 


— - 
— 8 


— — 
— 


— — 


a ˙ ...... _ 


——— — ey 


. 


3 
to make their Reformation as ours Was, 
If the Difference that is now in our Tem- 
per proceeds from our Chriſtian Meekneſs 
and Charity, let us before we think too 
well of the Soil, ſtay till we ſee thoſe Vir- 
tue tranſplanted and proſper there, and 
produce the ſame Inclination in them, 
which Men would perſuade us to have. 
I am ſure I have no Authority to con- 
demn them, becauje my Mother the Church | 
hath not directly condemned them ; but I 
am not ſure that every private Man is at 
_ Liberty to chooſe a Communion for himſelf, 
becauſe his Church hath not takea upon it 
to condemn. It will become every true | 
Son of the Church of England to have that 
Reverence for it, as not to proſtitute his 
Dignity to a Compliance with a leſs per- 
fect Communion, when he is not neceſſi- 
tate to it, It was nolight Reproach that 
Tully charged upon a great Part of the 
Roman Senate, ” 


Qui ſpem Catalinæ mollibus ſententiis 
aluerunt, conjurationemque naſcentem, 
non credendo corroboraverunt. 
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It had been LY ap y for the Church, 
if it kad ſuffered only by her Eneme , 
and thoſe who hated her, who were ne- 
Ver numerous enough to have deſiroy'd 
ber: Its Ruin proceeded ſrom thoſe who 
wiſhed her no Harm, but thought by 
little Compliances to have ſatisfied the 
Deſires of many Men, who appeared 
more moderate than the reſt. | 

When this Noble Peer was in Ba- 
niſhment in France, he would not com- 
municate in that Church, but kept his 
own Chaplain with him, and being ad- 
viſed to keep Communion with them, 
for his own preſent Intereſt and Eaſe, 
and becauſe they were irreconcilable 
Enemies to the Papiſts. He ſays, To 
communicate Counſels with them, may poſ- 
fibly be at ſome Times convenient and 
lawful; but to Communicate in the da- 
crament, that was inſtituted ſor the Re- 
conciliation of Mankind, with them, who 
are, and becnuſe they are irreconcilable to 
another great Body of Chriſt, ſecms to be 
an Argument drawn rather from the 
Principles of Matchiavel, than from the 
Precepts of the Goſpel. 
ty And 


3 

And being told, That his Compli- 
ance would reconcile many good Men 
to him, whereas the contrary did pro- 
voke them; he ſaid, 

This is a Queſiton pertinent indeed, but 
can never be ſiretched into an Argument 
to reconcile a Man, who loves himſelf no 
better than I do, and who fears no new 
Micfortunes no more than I do. 

I have always had a Reverence for 
Old Eleazer, who world not be perſua- 
aed by thoſe who loved him, to provide 
and bring with him his own Meat, and 
to make as if he did eat of the Fleſh 
taken from the Sacrifice, hut choſe ra- 
ther to ſuffer Death, with all the Circum- 
ſtances of Torment, than to be guilty of 
ſuch odious Diſſumulation. Fer it beco- 
meth not our Age (laid he) in anywiſe 
to Np whereby many young Perſons 
might think, that Eleazer being Fourſcore 
Tears old and Ten, was now gone to a 
ſtrange Religion, and ſo through my Hy- 
pocriſie ſhould be deceived by me, and J 
get a Stain in my old Age, and make it 
abominable. 2 Maccabees vii. 24, 25, 


Cc. 
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I with this Noble Peer of famous 
Memory, had many more Neighbours 
of the Clergy and Lazty, of his Principle 
and Practice. 

6. The Learned Dr. Scot has, in the 
forecited Place, Pag. 296. ſaid as much 
as can confute all the Defences he makes 
for Foreign Churches, thus: 

Tho' a Community of Chriſtians may be 
a true Part of the Catholick Church, and 
in Communion with it, tho' it have no 
Epiſcopacy, yet it 35 a plain Caſe, that if 
it rejects the Epiſcopacy, and ſeparate 


from the Communion of it, it thereby 


wholly divides it ſelf from the Communion 
of the Catholic Church : For whether 
Epiſcopacy be of Diwine Inſtitution or no, 
this is Matter of Fact granted on all 
Hands, that for Twelve hundred Tears 
at leaſt, all theſe Churches into which the 
Catholic Church hath been Diſtribute, 
have been ſubject into Epiſcopal Grovern- 
ment and Diſcipline; and therefore they 
who now ſeparate tbemſelves from Epiſ- 
copal Communion as ſuch, muſt in ſo 


doing ſeparate themſelves from the Com- 


miuyton of all Churches for Twelve hnii- 
ared 


56 ) 


ared Years together, and then either all 
theſs Churches muſt be out of Communion 
with the Catholick Church, and conſe- 
uently during all that Time there muſt 
e no ſuch Thing as a viſible Catholick 
Church upon Earth, or elſe theſe Com- 
munities of Chriſtians which ſeparate from 
all theſe Churches, muſt be Schiſm and 
Separation from the Catholick Church. 

7. Laſily, Think upon this, That 
the anſwering of Dr. Burnet, and of Dr. 
Scot, is as good as it Ten thouſand were 
anſwered upon the ſame Subject, for it 
is not the Opinion of judicious Men, 
but the Reaſons which they give ſhould 
be convincing, but we find that other 
Learned. Men diflenting from them give 
ſtronger Reaſons, and this ſhould caft 
the Ballance, and end the Debate. 
Adieu. | 


FOSTSOCRITET 


Becauſe People make a Handle of the 
Conceſſions given on both Sides, I 
{hall 
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ſhall here preſent you with Monſieur le 


Moyn's Profeſſor of Divinity at Leyden, 
his Letter written to. the Biſhop ot 
London in the Year 1680, It isone of 
the three Letters annext to Stillingſieet's 
Unreaſonableneſs of Separation. The 


other two are by Monſieur De'l Angle, 


and Monſieur Claude. The Paſlage I 
cite out of Le Moyn's Letter follows. 
For Epiſcopal Government what is there 
in it that is dangerous, or may reaſonably. 
alarm Mens Conſciences? And if this be 
capable of depriving us of eternal Glory, 
and ſhutting the Gates of Heaven, who 
was it that centred there for the Space 
of Fifteen hundred Years, ſince for 


all that Time, all Churches in the World 


had no other Kind of Government * If 
it were contrary to the Truth, and At- 
tamment of eternal Happineſs, is it credible 
that God had ſo highly approved of tt, 


aud permitted his Church to be tyranniged 


over by it for ſo many Ages * For who 
W455 it that govern'dit * Who was it did 
make up its Councils as well general as. 
particular? Who was it that combated 
the Hereſies with which it hath been 4 

| H all 
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all Times aſſaulted? g Was it not the 
Biſhops * And is it not to their wiſe Con- 
duct, to which, next under God, his 
Word is beholden for its Victories and 
Triumphs? And not to go back ſo far as 
the Birth and Infancy of the Church, who 
was it that in the laſt Age delivered 
England from the Error in which ſhe was 
inveloped * Who was it that made the 
Truth to riſe there ſo miraculouſly again ? 
Was it not the Zeal and Conſtancy of the 
Biſhops and their Miniſtry, that diſengaged 
the Engliſh from the Oppreſſion under 
which they had groan'd ſo long? And did 
not their Example powerfully help for- 
ward the Reformation of all Europe ? 
Again near to the End of his Letter he 
writes thus; 

For to ſpeak the Truth, I do not ſee 
that their Meetings (meaning theſe of 
the Engliſh Diſſenters) are of any great 
Uſe, or that one may be more be, 
there, than in Epiſcopal Churches: When 
I was at London almoſt five Tears 
ago, I went to ſeverals of their private 
Aſſemblies, to ſee what Way they took for 
the Inſiruction of the People, and preack- 

Hd | 4114 
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ing of the Word of God, but I profeſt 1 
was not at all ediſied by it, I heard one of 
the moſt famous Non-conformiſts,, he 
preached in a Place where there were 


three Men, and three or a al of 


Women, he had choſen a Text about the 
building of the Ruins of Jeruſalem, and 
for Explication of it, he cited Pliny and 
Vitruvius about an hundred Times, and 
did not forget to mention a Proverb in 
Italian, Duro con duro non fa Muro. 
All this ſeems to me nothing to the Pur- 
- poſe, and very improper for the poor 
Women, and very far from a Spirit that 
ſought nothing but the Comfort and Ediji- 
cation of his Heavers. Sin” 

It may be preſumed that à famous 
Profeſſor of Divinity would publiſh no- 
thing but what was agreeable to Senſe 


and Reaſon, Knowledge and Conſcience. 


Adieu. 
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LETTER V. 
SIR, 


OU tell me, the laſt Day, 

0 when you was in a mixt Multi- 
titude, that the Presbyterian 

Party boaſted, that their Books againſt 
us were not anſwered; but they an{we- 
red all that we can ſay. To which 1 
return theſe following Thoughts. 1. Men 
fancy with themſelves, that, if this be 
not particularly named, that then they 
are not anſwered. 2. The Queſtion is, 
If what they have written be an Anſwer 
to us? It is not writing much but well 
and ſolidly that can abide the Teſt. 
3. I ſhall take but halt a Sheet againſt all 
the Volumes they have written, and tell 
them in the 4. Place, That there is no 
Epiſcopal Miniſter, but can prove his 
Ordination from the Apoſiles by the 
Bilhop who ordained him, and no * 
ä but 
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but can derive his Sueben in a Liſt 
of Predeceſſors from the Apoſtles. But 
5. We give them a Defiance to prove 
their Ordination from Fohn Knox, who 
was but a mere Prieſt at the Reforma- 
tion, and was never inveſted with a Com- 
miſſion to ordain others, nor any ſimple 
Prieſt or Presbyter for 1500 Years, be- 
fore John Calvin at Geneva, who pleads 
mere Neceſlity for what he did, and (as 
I told) wiſhed that the Succeſſion might 
have been continued in the Church. But 
6. If what they ſay for themſelves can 
never prove the Validity of their Mini- 
ſtry; and Laſily, It what they ſay againſt 
us can never help them, (for they own 
the Validity of our Ordination) then 
the ingenuous World muſt confeſs that 
their Cauſe is gone, and that their Mi- 
nifterial Acts and Miſſion have no Pro- 
miſe of the Bleſſings which are annex d 
to the Performances of theſe that are 
lawfully ſent. For two contradictory 
Ordinations cannot be true. Come then 


and let us Reaſon together. They tell 
ns, 


1. That 


| (. 62 | 

1. That the Word B bop, Elder, or fl © 
:Presbyter, are all one in the New Te- a 
ſtament; and therefore not one Order I a 
above another, but a dect Presbyterian ¶ b 
Parity); no Superiority nor Inferiority: Il a 
For the Biſhop is a Presbyter, and a 1 
Presbyter a Biſhop. At this Rate, they ¶ tc 
may ſay, the Word [mperator ſignifies I Ir 
an Emperor, and a General of an Army, I ti: 
therefore both one. The Word Dux, C 
ſignifies a Duke and a Captain, there- Im 
fore every Captain is a Duke. The Word A4 
Father ſigniſies a Natural Father, a King, Not 
and a Spiritual Paſtor, The Word Ru- ind 
ler fignifies a King, and a Chancellor, G. | W 
therefore no ſupreme, no ſubordinate th: 
Governour. The Word God, ſignifies a | 
the Creator of the World, and a King and IB. 
Benefa&tor is called a God in the Scrip- 
ture Stile, therefore there can be no 
Difference betwixt the Creator and Crea- 
ture; and, Is it not Blaſphemy to ay 
they are both one 2 

The Word Miniſter ſignifies a Miniſter 
of the State, as well as a Miniſter in 
the Church; I hope you'll not ſay they 


are one, more than a Deacon in a Church, 
Tis or 


£0 "iS 

or a Deacon of Gaft a a City is one 

and the ſame; or that a Ruling Elder. 

and a Preaching Elder in the Church are 

both one, otherwiſe a Ruling Elder, tho” 

a Shoemaker or Weaver, is a Biſhop, it 
| Biſhop and Presby!er be one, according 
to the Presbyterian Way of Reaſoning. 
In the Old Teſtament the Scripture men- 
„tions Pricſts and Levites, but are not 
; | Chief or Highprieſts underſtood, We 
mention the Angels of Heaven, are not 
| | Archangels implied? When we ſpeak 
„Jof the Horſe of Lords, does not this 
Include Des, Marguiſſes, Earle, &c. 
. What for a pitiful Quibble is it to ſay, 
e that a Biſhop is called a Presbyter, and 
a Presbyter a Biſhop, therefore no chief 
Biſhop or chief Presbyter? Do we not 
read in Scriptures of a chief Man, chief 
Captains, chief Fathers, chief Men, chief 
Houle, chief Prieſts, chief Princes, and 
chief Singers * Will not Presbyterians 
grant that Deacons were Miniſtersofthe 
et Goſpel, and that the Word Deacon ſhould 
in be tranſlated Miniſters? But were all 
Deacon, Biſhops or Presbyters * Muſt 
„ they not then acknowledge in this Caſe, 
ol | that 
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that there was an Inequality among the 
firſt Miniſters of the Goſpel ? 

You may here ſee the Power of Pre- 
judice and Intereſt, by ſuch a pitiful Ar- 
gument as that of the Community of 
| Names, to keep up a Faction and Schiſm 
in the Univerſal Church, by an unor- 
dained ſucceſſionleſs Miniſtry, and to 
abuſe the Ignorance and Credulity of 
their Followers. For 1. They ſettle 
a Model of Church Government which 
was never known till of late, and then 
they ſeek Scripture to. prove it, like 
ſome that make a Sermon and then ſeek 
a Text for it; whereas (I think) the 
Text ſhould have been the Mother of 
the Sermon. 2. They tell us, That we 
read, 1 Tim. iv. 14. of the Laying on 
of the Hands of the Presbytery, therefore 
no Superiority among Churchmen. It 
is anſwered by way of Queſtion, What 
Church in the World, Poſt-apoſtolical 
Writer, Father, or Council, underſtood 
this in the modern Presbyterian Senſe 7 
St. Jerome nor Mr, Calvin never under- 
ſtood it to ſignify a Society of Preach- 
ing Elders, but of the Office af a 775 
57 | yer. 
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Hier. But if they will have it ſo, pray 


was not the Apoſtle St. Paul the prin- 
cipal Agent in that Ordination, and calls 
it particularly the Laying on of his 
Hands. 2 Tim. i. 6. And it is obſer- 
vable, that the Two Greek Prepoſiti- 
ns Jia and were ſignify By and With ; 


By, the Principal; and With, the con- 


curring Cauſe; that is, by the Hands of 
Paul, with the Hands of the Presbytery, 
if they will have the Word Presbytery 
to ſignify their own Senſe : Will it not 
follow, that a Presbytery may give to 
a ſingle Perſon the Power that the whole 
Senate or Meeting has not in itſelf ? 
And why do not they make among 
themſelves one fixed perpetual Biſhop, 


as that Presbytery gave the Power of 


Juriſdiction and Ordination to Timothy, 
as the Ancients underſtood it; and all 
Learned Criticks Popiſh and Reformed, 


except thoſe that are reſolved not to be 


convinced, and to keep up a Faction? 
And they object to us, that the Presby- 
ters of Alexandria uſed, upon the 
Death of their Biſhop, to chuſe one of 
their Number, whom they called Bi- 


ſhop, 
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ſhop, why 8 do not they ſollow this 
Practice ? But in this I have ſhewn 
their Miſtake in the 1 Part. P. 42. that 
tho” they did nominate their Biſhop, yet 
neighbouring Prelates were called in to 
give the conſummative Act of Conſe- 
cration, But Za/tly, What ſignifies all 
this, if they cannot prove themlelves 
Succeſlors to that Fresbytery that laid 
Hands on Timothy 2 For there is no 
Presbyter ordained by Biſhops among 
us, but can prove their Succeſſion in the 
Perſons of theBiſhops that ordained them, 
and that upwards to the Apoſtles. But 
then they go to the Fathers; and herein 
I tell them, that if St. Jerome fail them, 
they can get no Service of the Fathers, 
unleſs they reckon Herius a Father whom 
the Fathers condemned as an Heretick, 
for maintaining a Parity among Church- 
men ; but in my ſecond Letter I have 
 Thown the Abſurdity of theſe tat pre- 
tend that St. Jerome's Teſtimony makes 
tor Presbytery. | 

The next Thing they contend. for is, 
that the primitive Biſhop was a Paro- 
Ehy4al, and not à Dioceſan. To which 
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T anſwer, that it is hoy a Dioceſs that 
makes a Biſbop, nor a Paroch that makes 
a Miniſter, more than a Gown makes a 
Curate, or a grey Cloak makes a Preſ- 
Merian Teacher. There are now a-days 
Biſhops that have no Dioceſſes, and Mi- 
niſters that have no Parochins, yet have 
lawful Ordination and Apoſtolical Suc- 
ceſſion: Let then theſe parochial Bi- 
ſhops, as Presbyterians call themſelves, 
„ their Succeſſion, as we prove our 

ioceſant, and there is an End of the 
Controverſy, and otherwiſe nothing is 
ſaid, tho' they ſhould write Ten Thou- 
ſand Volumes in their own Caule. 

I find a Pamphlet printed in 7 
above Eighteen Sheets of Paper, called, 
A. Letter from à parochial Biſhop to a 


prelatical Gentleman in Scotland, con- 


cerning the Government of the Church. 
Which (I think) is a good Abſtract of 
all that the Party has written on the 
Head. But he founds all that he ſays 
upon a very groſs Miſtake in his Notion 
of the Word Paroch, taking the ancient 
Notion of it in the modern Notion that 
we have of it at this Time ; for what if 

I 2 | a 
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a Paroch genes a Dioceſs, comprehen- 
ding ſeveral meeting Places for Worſhi 
under a chief Biſhop or Presbyter, (call 
him as you will.) Is not then the Title 
of his Book ſpilt? Now, why not a Dio- 
ceſs in the Chriſtian Church, as well as 
one Church of the Jews was under one 
Highprieſt ? Pray ! was not St. James 
| Biſhop of Jeruſalem, where, according to 
the Authors of Jus Reg. Eccl. as I have 
cited in the firſt Part P. 43, 44. there were 
many Myriads, that is, many Ten Thou- 
ſands. Acts xx. 21. that believed, and were 
zealows of the Law? This Church was 
Pes by St. James and taught by his 

resbyters, before ever the Word Pa- 
reeds in the modern Senſe, was heard 
n 
For we find, that St. Paul's going to 
Jeruſalem for 'a Conſultation in a great 
and weighty Buſineſs, As xx. 17, 18. 
St. Luke lays, Next Day we went in to 
James and all the Elders (i. e. Presbyters) 
were preſent.” We find James called by 
his own Name, by way of Excellency, 
as all the chief Rulers were among the 
Jews, according to that Rabbinical 
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any litle, is greater than Kabban. See 


( 69 ) 


Rule, Rabbi is greater than Rab, and 


Rabban is greater than Rabbi, but he 
that is ths by his bare Name, without 


the Preface of this ſecond Part upon the 
Word Paroch. 

The Author of the Parochial Biſhop has 
read the Writers of his own Party, but 
neither he, nor any of them have given a 
faithful Anſwer to what we ſay; but 
for this he has a Salvo in the End of his 
Book. P. 141. where he deſires of the 
Perſon he writes to, not to nibble at ſome 
Particulars in bis Book, and to paſs by 
the reſt, as Mr. Sage did with Dr, Rule 
by undertaking to prove that there was 
Epiſcopacy in Oprian's Time, and Mr. 
Calder with Mr. Jameſon his Naz. Quer. 
faſtens upon a particular Place of Ignat. 
Epiſtles. 

This is enough to caſt all that he has 
written; For Dr. Rule laid the whole 
Streſs of the Cauſe upon it, ſaying when 
any proves that the Cyprianic Biſhop was 
ſuperior to Presbyters, we ſhall give 
Cyprian and him leave to call us Schiſ- 
maticks, What needed the learned Mr. 


Sage 


U * 
Sage go any further with him? And if 
Mr. Calder made good his Vindication of 
St. Ignat. Epiſtles, it was enough to an- 
ſwer all the Presbyterians in the World, 
and the ſtrongeſt Arguments that Mr. 
R. C. has adduced for his Plea remains 
unanſwered by the Party, particularly 
that of the Presbyters of Alexandria 
naming one of their Number whom they 
made Biſhop, but they will not tell 
(as I have proven) that there was a con- 
ſummative Act by neighbouring Biſhops; 
which this Author might read in anſwer 
to Mr. Jameſon. But ſeeing this Pamph- 
let is ſolidly confuted by another Hand, I 
ſhall fay no more about it. But till I 
defire them to make good their own Or- 
dination and Succeſſion from the 
Apoſtles. | 

But ſome may ſay, That the Papiſts 
give us as ſtrong an Homethruſt as we 
give to the Presbyterians, and ſo we 
are not flyting- free. To which J anſwer, 
That this makes not us to be in the 
Wrong, nor Presbyterians to be in the 
Right; Apoſtolical Succeſſion is the Rule 
to prove a lawful Miniſtry, and this is 
the Thing that we lay Claim to, and 
| prove 


„ 
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prove by a Liſt of Biſhops from the 


Foundation of the Goſpel, and it was 
the Plea of Presbyterians in their Jus 
Reg. Eccl. as I have ſhown in the firſt 
Part, P. 33. but they never attempted 
to do it, yea it is impoſſible for them: 
Why 2 They rebel againſtand ſeparate 
from theſe who are the Succeſſors of the 
Apoſtles. But further, if the Papiſts 
could prove againſt us what they alledge, 


it would be Uſurpation in us to continue 


in the Exerciſe of our Miniſtry, and yet 
the Succeſſion not to fail, for we could 
go to Greece for it, and receive Ordina- 
tion without Impoſition of unlawful 
Terms; But we are not put to theſe 
Straits. For we have anſwered all that 
the Papiſts ſay againſt us without making 
new Commentaries upon the Scriptures 
and the Fathers. | 
As for their Objections againſt Imparity 
and Subordination from theſe Words, 
xxii. St. Luc, 25. 26. and 1 Peter v. 3. 
I have anſwered that in the Preface, to 
which I refer you. 7 
In ſhort then, let them prove their 
Miſſion by Apoſtolical Succeſſion, and 
7 prove 
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7 
prove that Presbyterian Government 
was primitive and univerſal, otherwiſe 
give over the Cauſe, I bid you Fare- 
well. | 


POSTS CKIPHE:; 
Ir is obſervable that Ordination by 


mere Presbyters was accounted 2 
Nullity in the ancient Church, as Muſæ- 
us and Eutychianus two Grecian Presby- 
ters having uncanonically ordained ſome 
Clerks, they were declared in the 
Council of Sardica. Con. 18. 19. but in 
the Rank of mere Laymen. See Bev. 
(Tom. 1. P. 505. 

There was alſo one Maximus a pre- 
tended, but no real Biſhop, having 
taken upon him to have ordained ſome, 
whoſe Act was declared null by the 
Council of Conſian. 2 Can. and 4. Bev. 
Tom. 1. P. 91. 

So it was determined in a Synod 
at Alexandria by the famous Confeſſor 
Hofws and other Biſhops there aſſem- 
bled, that Iſchyr G5 who was ordained by 
AE one 
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one Collut hus * Presbyter ſhould be 
declared to be vo Clergyman. Synod. 
Alexan; apud Athan: Apol; 2. Epiſt. 
Synod. apud Bin. T. 1. P. 405. 

The Council of Hzpalis degraded a 
Prieſt and two Deacons, becauſe the 
Biſhop of Agabm being affected with 
ſore Eyes, and having ſome preſented to 
him to be ordained Presbyters and Dea- 
cons, did only lay his Hands upon them, 
ſuffering a Presbyter that ſtood by to ſay 
the Prayers over them, and read the 
Words of Ordination. This being con- 
ſidered in the aforeſaid Council, it was 
determined that the Presbyter that 
aſſiſted, for his Boldneſs and Preſumpt- 
on; he had been ſubject to the Councils 
Cenſure, but that he was before decea- 
ſed: Next the Presbyters and Dearons 
who were ſo ordained, ſhould be actually 
depoſed from all Sacred Orders, Counc. 
Hiſp. 2 Can. 5. Ann. 619. Bin. I. 2. 
Par, 2. P. 326. 5 

Tbis is told the presbyterians by 
many of our Caſuiſts that write on the 
Head, particularly by a learned and 
accurate Pen, John Jacques, in his Or- 

| K dination 
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dination by AT as, byters void and 


null. Printed in 170%. Now if Ordi- 
nation by Clergymen inferior to Biſhops 
be not valid, "ar leſs is Ordination "a. 
the People or Laymen, and no other 
Thing are Presbyterian Teachers who 
want Ordination by hops. 0 


An Anſtuer to Ms. A Lauder 
Incumbent at Mordinton, his. Book, 
called, The Ancient Biſhops conſide- 
red, both with Reſpect to the Extent 
of their Juriſdiction, and Nature of 


their Power. In Anſwer to Mr. 
Chillingworth and others, 


. 

Ecauſe this Book is ſo much cried 
B up by the Party, (tho it be al- 
| together, as 1 take it, upon the 
Independent Lay) and is mentioned 2s 

unaniwerable 22 De Foe, ns or 


«a y 


CF 
” takes to 951 in his Rehearſals. 
Il conſider the Method, which Mr, 
Lauder takes, to confute Dr. Chillings- 
worth's Demonſtration, which is as 
follows, 


The Apoſtoli cal Inſtitution of Epiſcopa 
3 by William Chilling, 
wort 


c 28 we abſtract from Epiſcopal Go- 

vernment all Accidentals, and 
* conſider only what is Eſſential and 
Neceſſary to it, we ſhall find in it no 
© more but this: An Appointment of 
© one Man of Eminent Sanctity and Suf- 
© ficiency to have the care of all the 


Churches within a certain Precin& or 


© Dioceſs, and furniſhing him with Au- 
© thority, not Abſolute or Arbitrary, but 
regulated and bounded by Laws, and 
* moderated by joining to him a conve- 
* nient Nnmber of Aſſiſtants, to the in- 
: * tent that all the Churches under him 
may be provided of good and able 

© Paſtors, and that both of Paſtors and 
People, Conformity to Laws, and Per- 
K 2 formance 
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* formante of doe Dixie may be re- 
_ under Penalties, not left to 
© Diſcretion, but by Law appointed. 
That this Government was received 
© Univerſally in the Church, either in 
* the Apoſtles Time, or preſently after, 
* is ſo Evident and Unqueſtionable, that 
© the moſt Learned Adverſaries of this 
* Government do themſelves contels 
1 . 
Petrus Molinam in his Book de Mu- 
* nere Paſtorali, purpolely written in 
© Defence of the Presbyterial Govern- 
© ment, acknowledgeth, That preſently 
© after the Apoſtles Time, or even in 
© their Time (as Eccleſiaſtical Story wit- 
© neſleth) it was ordained, that in every 
© City one of the Presbytery ſhould be 
© called a Biſhop, who ſhould have Pre- 
F heminence oyer his Collegues, to avoid 
* Confuſion which oft times ariſeth out 
* of Equality. And truly this Form of 
Government all Churches every where 
* received; 5 | 
© Theodorus 'Beza, in his Tract De 
* Triplici Epiſcopatus Genere, conteſlet! 
* in effect the fame thing: For having 
n * diſtin- 
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c diſtinguiſhed MY into Three 
Kinds, Divine, Humane and Satanical, 
© and attributing to the ſecond (which 
© he calls Humane, but we maintain and 
© conceive to be Apoſiolical) not only a 


© Priority of Order, but a Superiority of 
Power, and Authority over Presby- 


ters, bounded yet by Laws and Ca- 
© nons provided againſt pe prove bo He 


© clearly profeſſeth, that of this kind of 


F Epiſcopacy is to be underſtood, what- 
© ſoever we read concerning the Autho- 
© rity of Biſhops or Preſidents (as Juſtin 
© Martyr calls them) in Ignatius, and 
F other more ancient Writers. 

© Certainly from theſe two great De- 
© fenders of the Presbytery we ſhould 
© never had this free Acknowledgment 
© ſo prejudicial to their own Pretence, 
© and fo advantageous to their Adverſa- 
* ries Purpoſe, had not the Evidence of 


© clear and undeniable Truth enforced 


em to it: It will not therefore be ne- 
© ceflary to ſpend any Time in confuting 
© that uningenuous Aſſertion of the Ano- 
© nymous Author of the Catalogue of 
f Teſtimonies for the Equality of Biſbup. 


© and 
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8 | 
and ** who affirms, That their 
© Diſparity began long after the Apoſtles 
© Times; but we may ſafely take for 
© granted. that which. theſe two Learned 
© Adverſaries have confeſſed; and ſee 
© whether upon this Foundation laid by 
© them, we may not, by unanſwerable 
© Reaſon, raiſe this Superſtructure: 
Dat ſeeing Epiſcopal Government is 
© confeſſedly ſo Ancient, and ſo Catholick, 
© it cannot with heaſon be denied to be 
© Apoſtolick. 

© For ſo great a Change, as between 

© Presbyterial Government and Epiſco- 
© pal, could not poſſibly have prevail'd 
© all the World over, in a little Time. 
© Had Epiſcopal Government been an 
© Aberration from, or a Corruption of 
© the Government left in the Churches 
© by the Apoſtles, it had been very 
* ſtrange, that it ſhould have been recei- 
© ved in any one Church ſo ſuddenly, or 
© that it ſhould have prevail'd in all for 
many Ages after. Variaſſe debucrat 
© Error Ecclęſiarum, quod autem apud 
© ommes unum eſt, non et erratum, ſed 
S tragitum. Had the Churches err'd, 

„ Lad , © they 
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they would have key, what there: 
© fore is one and the ſame amongſt all, 
© came not ſure by Error, but Tradition. 
Thus Tertullian argues very probably 
* from the Conſent of the Churches of 
© his Time, not long after the Apoſtles, 
© and that in matter of Opinion much 
© more ſubject to unobſerved Alteration. 
© But that in the Frame and Subſtance 
© of the neceſſary Government of the 
* Church, a Thing always in uſe and 
practice, there ſhould be ſo ſudden a 
© Change as preſently after the Apoſtles 
© Times, and ſo univerſal, as received in 
© all the Churches, this is clearly impoſ- 

© ſible. 
© For what univerſal Cauſe can be af- 
© fign'd or fain'd of this univerſal Apo- 
© ſtacy * You will not imagine that the 
© Apoſtles, all or any of em, made any 
© Decree for this Change when they 
© were living, or left Order for it in any 
Will or Teſtament when they were 
dying: This were to grant the Que- 
© tron. to wit, That the Apoſtles being 
© to leave the Government of the Chur- 
ches themſelves, and either ſeeing by 
* Expe- 


| 80 | 

Experience, 8 foreſeeing by the Spirit 
© of God, the Diſtractions and Diſorders 
© which would ariſe from a Multitude of 
© Equals, ſubſtituted Epiſcopal Govern- 
ment inſtead of their own. General 
© Councils, to make a Law for a gene- 
© ral Change, for many Ages there were 
© none, There was no Chriſtian Empe- 
£ ror, no Coercive Power over the 
Church to enforce it; or if there had 
© been any, we know no Force was equal 
© to the Courage of the Chriſtians of 
S thoſe Times: Their Lives were then 
at command (for they had not then 
© learnt to fight for Chriſt). but their O- 
© bedience to any Thing againſt his Law 
© was not to be commanded, (for they 
© had perfectly learn'd to die for him) 
therefore there was no Power then to 
© command this Change, or if there had 
been any, it had been in vain, 

\* What Device then ſhall we ſtudy, 
dor to what Fountain ſhall we reduce 
this ſtrange pretended Alteration ? Can 
it enter into our Hearts to think, that 
-< all the Presbyters and other Chriſtians, 


ten being the Apoſtles Scholars, could 
eK | © be 


* 81 
©be generally ignorant of the Will of 
© Chriſt, touching the Neceſſity of a 
© Presþyterial Government? Or dare we 
© adventure to think them fo ſtrangely 
© wicked all the World over, as againſt 
© Knowledge and Conlcience to conſpire 
© againſt it? Imagine the Spirit of Dio- 
© trephes had entred into ſome, or a great 
© many of the Presbyters, and poſſeſſed 
© them with an ambitious Deſire of a 
© forbidden Superiority, was it poſſible 
© they ſhould attempt and atchieve it 
© at once, without any Oppoſition or 
© Contradiction ? And beſides, that the 
© Contagion of this Ambition ſhould 
* ſpread itſelf, and prevail without Stop 
and Gontroul, nay without any Noiſe 
© or Notice taken of it, thro' all the 
© Churches in the World, all the Watch- 
© men in the mean time being ſo faſt a- 
© ſleep, and all the Dogs ſo dumb, that 


© not ſo much as one ſhould open his 


Mouth againſt it? But let us ſuppoſe, 
© (tho' it be a horrible Untruth) that the 
* Presbyters and People then were not 


* ſo good Chriſtians as the Presbyters 


* are now, that they were generally ſo 
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< Negligent to retain. the Government 
© of Chriſt's Church commanded by 
© Chriſt, which now we are ſo zealous 
© to reſtore; yet certainly we muſt not 
© forget nor deny that they were Men 
© aswe are. And it we look upon them 
© as mere natural Men, yet knowing by 
© Experience how hard a Thing it 1s 
even for Policy arm'd with Power, by 
many Attempts and Contrivances, and 
in a long Time to gain upon the Li- 
© betty of any one People, undoubtedly 
we thall never entertain ſo wild an 
© Imagination, as that among all the 
* Chriſtian Presbyteries in the World, 
© neither Conſcience of Duty, nor Love 
© of Liberty, nor Averſeneſs from Pride 
© and Uſurpation of others over them, 
* ſhould prevail ſo much as with any 
© one, to oppole this pretended univerſal 
© Invaſion of the Kingdom of Chriſt, 
* and the Liberty of Chriſtians. 

© When I ſhall ſee therefore all the 
© Fables in the Metamorphoſis acted and 
© prove Stories, when I ſhall ſee all the 
* Democracies and Ariſtocracies in the 
World ly down and ſleep, and awake 
| into 
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© into Monarchies; then I will begin to 
© believe that Presbyterial Government, 
© having continued in the Church during 
© the Apoſtles Times, ſhould preſently 
© after, againſt the Apoſtles Doctrine 
© and the Will of Chrift, be whirl'd a- 
© bout like a Schene in a Mask, and 
© transform'd into Epiſcopacy. In the 
© mean time, while theſe Things remain 
© thus incredible, and in humane Reaſon 
© impoſſible, I hope I ſhall have Leave 
© to conclude thus: Epiſcopal Govern- 
© ment is acknowledged to have been 
© univerſally received in the Church pre- 
© {ently after the Apoſtles Times. Be- 
© tween the Apoſtles Time and this 
© preſently after, there was not Time 
* enough for, nor Poſſibility of ſo great 
© an Alteration. And therefore Epiſco- 
© pacy, being conteſs'd to be fo Ancient 
© and Catholick, muſt be granted alſo 
© to be Apoſtolical. Quod erat demon- 
© ſtrandum. 


Follows Mr. Lauder's pretended Con- 
futation of Dr, Chillingworth ; which is 
l 3 as 


684 
as great a b him as the 
Higheſt Flyer in the Church ot England 
could imagine and publiſh in the De- 
tence of that Demonſtration. 


Mr. Lauder in the 67, 68 Pages, &c. 
by applying what Monſieur Arnaud 
ſays of Tranſubſtantiation to Epiſcopa- 
cy, 1s as follows. 


IF the Ancient Church was Presby- 
© + terian, and believed, that Paſtors 
© ating in Parity was a Divine Inſtituti- 
© on, it could not come to that State it 
© was in in Aerins's Time, without an 
© univerla] Change in Beliet and Practice; 
© and it can't be imagin'd, this Change 
© could happen but one of theſe two 
© Ways, which are both equally impoſ- 
© fible, 1. That this Change was made 
© in an Inſtant : So that when all Chri- 
© ſtians believed till ſuch a Time, the 
© Church ſhould be ruled by Paſtors a- 
* ting in Parity, they began all of them 
© together to believe the Church ſhould 
© be ruled by a Biſhop, and going to Bed 
© Presbyterians, aroſe Epiſcopal * the 

e Mor- 


Fr FAY ” — 1 nn n ** n - i i = JE 


( 85 ) 

© Morning, not knowing how, and for- 
© getting quite what they formerly 
© were, But this is ſo ablurd, that I 
© ſtand not to refute it. Or, 2. That 


. © this Change was made inſenſibly, that 


© ſome introduced the Opinion of Epiſ- 
© copacy ; that theſe ſome had but few 
© Followers at firſt ; but at length this 
© Opinion was ſpread inſenſibly every 
© where. | 

According to this Suppoſition there 
© behoved to be a Time, to wit, when 
© this Opinion firſt aroſe, in which it was 
© followed by a ſmall Number of Per- 
© ſons only; another Time in which this 
© Number was greatly increaſed, and 
© equal'd that of thoſe who were againſt 
© Epiſcopacy ; another in which this O- 
© pinion was Maſter of the Multitude, 
© tho' oppos'd ſtill by many athers, who 
© were for Presbytery; and in fine ano- 
© ther Time, in which it reign'd peace- 
© ably and without Oppoſition : Which 
© is the State in which moſt Presbyteri- 


© ans will acknowledge it was when 


* Acrius appear'd in the World. 
It 
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lf the Opinion of the Prelatiſts was 
© an Innovation, 'tis impoſſible it could 
© come in inſenſibly, without paſſing 
© through theſe Degrees. Yet every 
© one of theſe Degrees contains inſup- 
© portable Abſurdities. 

Jo begin with the Firſt: It Prelacy 
© wasintroduced by one or a few Perſons, 
© how is it poſſible their Name could re- 
© main unknown ; or that they could 
© propole ſuch a ſurpriſing Alteration in 
© the Government, without any Perſon's 
©. being aſtoniſhed at it, or ſetting him- 
© felf to oppoſe the ſame? Is it poſ- 
* ſible the Presbyters, Ruling-Elders and 
Deacons did not at all perceive this 
© rifing Tyranny ; or perceiving it, made 
© no Oppolition thereto? How is it pol- 
© ſible, that being perſuaded the Church 
©-{hould be govern'd by Paſtors acting in 
© Parity, they ſhould ſubmit their Rea- 
© fon without Contrad iction to one, who 
© ſhould publiſh contrary to the Opinion 
© and Practice of all Chriſtians, that the 
© Church ſhould be ruled by a Bi- 
© thop? | 


© The 


. 
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© The Belles of wha Myſteries, and 
© the News of God's becoming Man to 
© ſave Sinners, had the Oppoſition of 
© Senſe and Reaſon to overcome, and 
© Prejudices the Souls of Men were pre- 
© engaged with; wherefore it made at 
© firlt a prodigious Noiſe, and raiſed the 
© whole World againſt thoſe who prea- 
© ched it, and could not be eſtabliſhed 
© without Books, Sermons, Diſputes, 
© Miracles, and the ſhedding of the 
© Blood of an innumerable Number of 
© Martyrs, Yet they would have us 
© believe ſuch a mighty Change could 
© be made in the Government of the 
© Church, even from Ariſtocracy to Mo 
© narchy, without either Sermons, Books, 
© Diſputes or Martyrs; and tho' Presby- 
© tery was ſettled by the Apoſtles them 
© ſelves, and remain'd in Poſſeſſion with- - 
out Controul for many Years; yet 
© Epiſcopacy might be ſet up in all the 
© Churches of the World without Con- 
© tradition, Oppoſition or Aſtoniſhment, 
© and ſo much without any Noiſe, that 
the Authors and Time of this ſtrange 


© Inno- 


a 

© Innovation' have n altogether 
© unknown, 
© But howcame it, that they who a- 
© bandoned the Ancient Government of 
the Church by Presbytery, to embrace 
© this Novelty, perceived not the Alter- 
© ation? How is it that they did not 
© write and teſtify, that they had been in 
© an Error hitherto by wanting Biſhops ? 
© How came it that they accuſed not their 
© Paſtors of deceiving them wickedly, 
© and cried not, Verba iniquorum preva- 
© luerunt ſuper me ? | 

© Nevertheleſs nothing of all this is 
© to be met with. For it is Matter of 
Fact, that ſince the Apoſtles to the 
© 'Time of Aerius, we can find no Proof 
© that any in publiſhing that Prelacy is a 
Divine Inſtitution, thought he propo- 
© ſed an Opinion in any Thing different 
© from the common Belief of the An- 
© cient Church, or that in his own 
Time. 

© It was never heard, that any was de- 
© lated either to Presbyteries or General 
© Aſlemblies,for having publiſhed either 
by Word or Writing, that Epiſcopacy 
5 | * was 
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1 
was the Apoſtolical Government of the 
© Church, | 
© It was never heard, that any Father, 
© Presbyter or Council whatſoever, trou- 
5 bled themſelves with oppoſing Epiſco- 
5 pacy, or teſtified that they who were 
© advancing it were bringing in Antichri- 
* {tian Tyranny into the Church. 

© It was never heard, that any Eccle- 
© ftaſtical Author or Preacher complain'd, 
© that a pernitions Alteration of the 
© PresbyterianGovernment of the Church 
© was made, or beginning to be carried 
© on in his Time, becauſe ſome were 
for ſetting up Biſhops. All the Dogs 
© were dumb, as ſays Mr, Chilling- 
© worth. X 34 

Moreover, if we conſider Epiſcopa- 
6 in theſe Chimerical Degrees, 
5 n which it behoved to pals ac- - 
* cording to the Presbyterian Suppoſiti- 
© on, before it could arrive at that 
* Height in which it was afterward, 
© the Extravagance of the Presbyterian 
© Suppoſition will appear yet more in- 
© ſupportable. For it behoved neceſſa- 
© rily to be, there was a Time in which 

M © the 


* 


< the Belief of pee ey, wth they 
© ſuppole was not that of the Ancient 
Church, was ſo mix'd in the Church 
with the Belief of Presbytery, which 
© they: think was the true and ancient 
Opinion, that the one Halt of the 
© Presbyters and People were of the one 
© Opinion, and the other Half of the 
other. 5 

Neither can it be ſuppos'd, this Di- 


© viſion ot Opinion and Practice, was in 


different Provinces only, but it muſt 
© be admitted, according to the Presby- 
* terian Suppoſition, that in the ſame 


© Provinces, Cities, Churches and Fa- 


© milies, the Faithful were all divided 


© with reſpect to the Government, ſome 


© believing that Epiſcopacy was Apoſto- 
© lical, ſome that Presbytery. And that 
© this Diviſion was not only in the Ro- 
© an Church, but the Greek, Armenian 
and Egyptan Churches. | 

© If theſe Suppoſitions be join'd with 


© Matter of Fact, which the Presbyteri- | 


* ans cannot deny, to wit, That till A- 
© erius no Perſon ever oppos'd Prelacy, 
* or doubted of the Divine Inſtitution 

© thereof, 


"4 


1 

* thereof, the greateſt Abſurdities ima. 
* ginable will follow. For either it muſt 
< he ſuppos d, that this general Diviſion 

f with'reſpect to the Government, re- 
F main'd unknown to Presbyters and 
* People; or if it was known, was whol- 
* ly neglected by both, ſo that they at- 
* tempted no Remedy. But both theſe 
* Suppolitions are contrary to common 


5 Senſe. 


Jo examine the Firſt, That this Di- 


c viſion remain'd unknown. Is it poſ- 
© fible a rational Man can perſuade him- 
© ſelf, there was a certain Time when 
© Brethren were oppos'd to B:ethren, 
{Wives to their Husbands, Presbyters 
© to Presbyters, not in one Province, but 
in all the Provinces of the World; not 
about a ſpeculative Point, which few 
* Perſons concern themſelves with, but 
the Government of the Church, which 
belongs to Practice; and yet no Per- 
ſon was ſenſible of ſuch a Diviſion; not 
one Soul ever knew that his Father, 
Friend or Paſtor was of an Opinion con- 
trary to his own in this Point? That 
this ſtrange Diverſity of Qpinion ſhould 
3 M 2 F be 


92 
£ be wholly unknown, not a Year only, 
© but for many Ages. 
But if we ſuppoſe, That this Di- 

© yerſity of Opinion about Epiſcopacy 
© was not unknown either to Paſtors or 
5 People, it is yet more contrary to Rea- 
© ſon, and all that can be gathered from 
Experience, to imagine, that this ſo 
© ſtrange a Diviſion made no Noiſe, and 
« ſtirr'd up no Diſputes, that Paſtors and 
5 People, tho' divided among them- 
£ ſelves about a Point of ſuch Import- 
c ance as might have cauſed them look | 
c on one another as Enemies, could ne- 
© vertheleſs remain united in Commu- 
c nion and perfect Amity, without any 
© Thing like Pentland or Bothwel- 
© Bridge Work among them. 
© If weſuppoſe the Church could live 
© in profound Peace, when its Members 
f were ſo divided, we muſt alſo ſuppoſe, 
that People then were of another Spe- 
© cies than they of this Age. For it is 
© impoſſible People now can hinder them- 
© ſelves to defend their own Opinion by 
© Books and Diſputes, and to endeavou 
* the Conviction of theſe they judge 
© be 


3 ('9 | 
„ © be in an Error, to 3 them before 
£ Fccleſiaſtical Tribunals, and condemn 
i- © them if they bad Authority, which 
y | © cannot but occaſion Noiſe and Rupture 
r | © of Communion. | 
[= © It neceſſarily follows, the Men of 
n © Age, it they could continue in ſuch a 
ſo © deep Sleep, notwithſtanding ſuch Diſ- 
dj © union, had neither Charity to their 
df} © Neighbours, nor Zeal for God, nor 
1-8 . © Eagerneſs for their own Way, that is, 
t- © they were not Men. I know not what 


kl © can move thoſe, who are not touched 
e- © by ſuch Abſurdities. 


l- ] have fairly laid down Mr. Lauder's 
Parallel of Epiſcopacy, with Monſieur 
vel Arnand's Pleading for Iranſubſtantiati- 
TK on, and I give my following Animad- 
ſe,fl verſions upon it. 
el Firſt, If Tranſubſiantiation can be 
i} proven from Scripture, Antiquity, and 
mJ the conſtant Practice of the Univerſal 
by Church, I ſhall believe the offe as well 
u as the other: For ſure I am, that ſome 
toll Canonical Books of the New Teſtament, 
be have 


6 94 )) 
have SOIL greater Debates i in the 
10 Ages of the Church than Prelacy ever 
5 

Secondly, 1 | argue thas, that every 
Thing that can be known, muſt be ſo, 
-by Senſe keaſon or Revelation; But 
Epiſcopacy can be known by all the 
Three, which Jranſubſtantiation cannot, 
therefore Mr. Lauder's Parallel is not to 
the Purpoſe, we have all the Proofs in 
the World for the one, which we have 


not for the other: For Things are pro- 


ven by Phylical Evidence, Demonſtra- 
tion and Teſtimony. Things that are 
apparent are ſo in Reſpect of Senſe, as 

that the Sun ſhines, or F; ire burns. Again, 
Things tho* not evident to Senſe 1 may 
be to Reaſon, which is a Faculty. in the 
Soul enabling a Man to dra Concluſions 


from evident Principles. Things may be 


known antecedently by their Cauſe, or 
reverſly by their Effects: So we proceed 
from Principles evidently known to 
Conſequences certainly concluding. 
[Teſtimony is either Divine or Human, 
we. believe that what God has ſaid is 


true, 


— ku; ky — _ aan. _ a 
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r 
true, becuuſe he is Wiſe and cannot erty 
he is Good, and will not deceive. 
Human Teſtimony by. which we 
proceed in the ordinary Affairs of our 


Lite, by ſome is called Moral Certainty, 
in which the World in moſt of Things, 
eſpecially publick Matter of Fact catinot. 
be deceeived, as that there was ſuch a. 
Perſon as Alexander the Great, or that 
there was ſuch a City as Ninive. p 
When our Bleſſed Saviour turned 
Water into Wine before the Company 
that did celebrate the Marriage in Cana 
of Galilee, this was Phyſical Evidence 
to them, when the Report thereof was' 
received upon their Teſtimony that ſaw 
it, it was Moral Certainty to them that 
believed it. 8 
Ihirah, To apply this to the Caſe in 
Hand, Tranſubſtantiation and Epiſcopacy 
are quite · different Subjects, not capable 
of the ſame Way of Probation; The 
firſt Contemplative, Metaphyſical and 
Myftical: The ſecond is Viſible, Evi- 
dent and Hiſtorical. And can Sacramen- 
tal Phraſes that are Figurative and My- 
ſerious be reaſoned upon alter the ſame . 
Mannegg 
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Manner, tliat Things apparent or evi- 
dent, or Matter of Fact can be diſcour- 
ſed on? For Example, Can the Per- 
ſonalities of the Deity, the Unity in I. 
Trinity and Trinity in Unity, be ſo evi- It 
dent as the Hiſtory of our Saviour's IS 
Birth, Life, Paſſion, Reſurrection and I 
Aſcenſion * But, D971 h 
. Fourthly, We tell the Papiſis, that Jo 
the very Word Tranſubſiantiation was 
not heard of, for ſeveral] Centuries; but 
what Age ſince the Apoſtles, what Place 
in the Chriſtian World, did not hear of Im 
Biſhops, Presbyters and Deacons, where. A 
Chriſtian Churches were planted ? The th. 
Chriſtians in the firſt Ages ſaw and knew: Im. 
it in their Days, and we know it by fat 
Moral Certainty in our Days, as the 0 
World knows it at preſent by Phyſical fro 
Evidence, what Church Government is IM. 
in the Eaſtern and Weſtern Churches. 
_ Fifthly, Epiſcopacy is a Government 
| known by Senſe and agreeable to Reaſon 
and Revelation: For it is very reaſonable 
that one Order ſhould be above another, 
for Arch- Angels in Heaven are above 
Angels ; Epiſcopacy was in the Old Te- 
67 | ſtament 


. 7” 
» 


e 
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ſtanient in 1 reſts, "Prieſts and 


Levites. And what/ was inſtituted in 
the Old Teſtament. and not repeal'd in 
the. New, ought to continue ſo long as 
the Reaſons thereof continue: Our 


Saviour upon Earth in his College of 
Twelve. Apoſtles and Seventy Diſciples 


had the Government 'of his own Semi- 
nary in own Hand, and was in the Old 
Teſtament Stile their Highprieſt, the 
Apoſtles the Prieſis, and the Diſciples 
the Levites: And in the New Teſta- 
ment Stile, he was their Biſhop, the 
Apoſtles the Presbyters, and the Seventy 


Ithe Deacons. The Church Govern- 


ment was devolved upon the Twelve 


at the Reſurrection, the Seventy had no 


Government until they were aſſumed 
from the Lower to the Higer Rank, as 
Matthias was, to fill up the Vacancy 
which fell out by the Apoſtacy of Judas, 
or to be apoſtoled themſelves as Believers 
increaſed. The Seventy were to the 
ſpoſiles in Place of Presbyters, and the 
Deacons were Laymen full of the Holy, 
Thoſt upon whom the Apoſtles laid 
Hands, without the Concurrence of the 

N Seventy : 


„ 


PCC 
Seventy: So that [mpoſition of Hand: 
to confer ſome Authority for the con- 
ſtant Government of the Church was 
uſed, in the Days of Miracles. And 
the Church Government continued fro 
the Days of the Apoſiles in an Imparity 
throughout the World for Fifteen hun 
dred Years : And if Monſieur Arnaud's 
Proof for Tranſubſtantiation be as good 
let the World judge, © 
Sixthly; The Papiſts ſay, They have 
Reaſon to believe it, becauſe it 4s i 
Myſtery, and we are to believe our Senſe 
till a greater Authority than vur Senſe 
contradict our Senſes, for Example i 
xviii Gen. 112. When the Three Angel 
came to Abraham, be took them to bi 
Men of ordinary Generation like 1 
himſelf, and would entertain them 4 
Strangers; but when he was convince 
that they were not ſo, as he thought hit 
| Senſes repreſented to him, then he belie- wel Pe. 
another Thing, I anſwer, That if thi th, 
Papiſis give us as good Revelation fo E 
the one, as we both have for the other 
1 ſee no Reaſon why we ſhould not be Je 
lieve them, if their Parallel hold. af 


But 


4 4. 
But, Laſth, The Papiſts tell us, 
That Tranſubſtatiation is a Word that 
the Church was ſorced to coin, as the 
Church did the Word Perſonality, Trinity, 
Sacrament, and particularly the Word 
Conſubſtantial zo ſigniſie the Divinity of 
our Saviour, and his being of the ſame 
pl Subſtance with tha Father, and why not 
d (ay they) tbe Word Tranſubſtantiation 
to expreſs the real Preſence of the Body 
and Blood of Chriſt ? I anſwer, if there 
be (as I ſaid before) as good Reaſon 
for the one as the other, why not 
le believe it 2 x 

But Mr. Lauder, p. 80. (5c. tells us 
(if the Letter be adhered to) As many 
Sentences may be produced in Favours of 
Tranſubſiantiation, as for Epiſcopacy. For 
Example Cyrill of Jeruſalem, Catech, 
Myſtag,----- In the End of a long Cita- 
I tion, ſaying, Rejoice in the Lord, being 
F perſuaded of it as a Thing moſt certain, 
that the Bread which appears to your 
Eyes, is not Bread, tho“ your Taſte doth 
judge it to be ſo, but that it is the Body of 
Jeſus Chriſt : And that the Wine whic 
appears to yaur Eyes is not Mino, tho 

. N 2 Jour 
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your Senſe of Taſte takes it for Wine, but 
that it is the Blood of Jeſus Chriſt. 'To 
the ſame Purpoſe he cites St. Ignatius, 
Juſtin Martyr, and St. Ambroſe. 
To whichIanſwer, That Mr. Lauder 
has ſaid very well, and ſpoke his Word 


with a Warrant. Thus, If the Leite, 


be adhered to; ſo that I think he will al- 
low of what theſe Fathers ſaid, ſpeak- 
ing in a myſtical Senſe. But pray! Is 
Hiſtory and Matter of Fact to be ex- 
pounded like Romance, Poetical Ficti- 


ons, or Sacramental Phraſes? I could 


add ſeveral Proteſtants ſaying as much, 
but I ſhall content myſelf with Mr. 
Calvin, firſt out of his Inſtitutions, Lib. 
4. C. 17.4 24. I do not meaſure this 


Myſtery with Humane Reaſon, nor ſubject 


it to the Law of Nature, for if any aik 
me concerning the Manner, I will not be 
aſhamed to confeſs that it is a Myſtery too 
high for me, to comprehend in Thought, or 
expreſs in Words, We captivate our 
Minds, and ſuffer them not to mutter one 
Word. © 3 

See him alſo on the 1 Cor. xi. 24. 
Neither does Chriſt offer us the Benefit of 


his 


| „ CT 
hz Death and Wh but that very 
Boch uſelf in which he ſuffered and roſe 
—_—_ 4” 
Sir, I have preſented you with Mr, 
Lauder's Confutation of Dr. Chilling- 
worth's Demonſtration, and my own 
Animadverſions upon it, which I leave 
to the Cenſure of the impartial Reader: 
In my Opinion, he has done the Epiſ- 
copal Cauſe greater Service than he has 
done to his own, which minds me of 
what I read of one Phalareus, who be- 
ing ſtabbed in the Breaſt by an Enemy, - 
was cured of an Impoſtum held deſpe- 
rate by the Phyſicians. 
And yet Mr. Lauder paſſes a Com- 
plement upon himſelf, triumphing, as 
if he had given a dead Stroak to the 
Cauſe of Epiſcopacy, by overturning 
Chilling worth's Demonſtration for it, in 
theſe following Words: I am perſuaded 
the Reader now is beginning to be aſba- 
med of Mr. Chillingworth's Demonſtra- 
tion, and mclines to pity the Weakneſs of 
theſe, who ſuffer themſelves to be ſurpri- 
zed by ſuch a contemptible Sophiſm ; and 
that our Epiſcopal Friends will never 
9 | trouble 
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trouble us with it any more, nor ſo much 
as ſpeak of it before a Man of Senſe. 
And much more to this Purpoſe he has 
in his own. Commendation, — 74 

Mr. Lauder ſpeaks with a great deal 
of Aſſurance; he was aſſured before- 
hand to be believed by the Partie, who 
will credit any Thing that comes from 
the Mouths or Pens of thoſe who de- 
lude them againſt the common Senſe of 
Mankind: Yea, if they would contrive 
to preach up the Doctrine of Tranſub- 
ſtantiation, they are aſſured their impli- 
cite Diſciples will believe them. 

The Great Chillingworth's Demon- 
ſtration ſtands firm and ſure, for all that 
is ſaid againſt it, as well as his Works 
remain in Credit with the Learned 
World after his Death, notwithſtanding 
of the Diſgrace that Presbyterians (par- 
ticularly Dr. Cheynel Incumbent at Þet- 

Worth) endeavoured to put on his Per- 

ſon and Books: He (the ſaid Dr. Chil- 
ling wort h) had defired on his Death-bed 
tobe buried with the Office of the Bury- 
ing the Dead, according to the Church of 
England, but inſtead of that, he was 
Ki, | f perſe- 


[ 
| 
| 
: 
{ 
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perſecuted to his Grave, the ſaid Dt. 
Cheynel throwing his Books in with his 
Corps, with theſe Words; Get you gone 
ye curſed Books, which: hawe ſeduced fo 
many precious ' Souls, go rot with your 
Author. The Doctor prints an Account 
of this his gallant Behaviour, and is 
commended by Dr. Calamie for it. 
What coulda Pope, that pretends to 
Infallibility, do more than this Dr. Chey- 
nel did in this Cafe 2. 
And now, Sir, to conclude, if Dr. 
Chillingworth's Demonſtration for Epiſ- 
copacy ſtands fixed, and rather fortified 
than confuted by Mr. Lauder, I hope 
you will acknowledge it to be a Shield 
and Bulwark againſt all that he, or all 
the Party have written againſt Epiſco- 
pacy, and in Defence of Presbytery. I 
remain, as formerly, your humble Ser- 
vant, | 


POSTSCRIPT. 


1 Would not have meddled ſo much 
with Mr. Lauder's Book, but that 


6 
2 Gentleman of good Learning, and a 
true Son of the Church, told me, that 
it was in ſuch Vogue with the Party, 
that they confidently aſſerted, that an 
Anſwer could never be made to it ſo 
long as the Author was in Life, and 
then they would not be at the Pains to 
read the Anſwer after his Death: Be- 
fides, I find Mention made of it by Mr. 
De Foe, as an unanſwerable Piece, in 
the Learned Dr. Leſly's Rehearſals, Vol. 
2. Numb. 32, 46, and 47. The Jeſt 
is, That when De Foe had extolled the 
Book, that it could not be had in any 
Stationer's Shop in London, nor could 
be borrowed from De Foe . himſelf, it 
behoved Dr. Leſly to call for it as Lon- 
don, on the other Side of Tweed: 

I cannot paſs by one Paſſage of Mr. 
1 Book, Pag. 1 10. where he 
| S. | | | 
* the Ancient Church we met with 
Three Kinds of Eccleſiaſtical Officers, 
Biſhops, Presbyters, and Deacons j the 
Biſhops were an Order ſuperior to the 
Presbyters, and the Presbyters ſuperior 
to the Deacons, and very ſoon after the 
| Depar- 
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* Se: 49 i. lo ( 105 50 As 
Departure of the Apoſtles, theſe Three di- 
ſtinct Orders appeared inthe Church. B This 
is a_Thing ſo evident, that it cannot be 
dented without manifeſt Abſurdity.C But 
the Difficalty will be to ſhew, what way 
the early Practice of the Univerſal Church 
a to this Particular, quadrates with Scyi- 
125 D The Arguments which our Pre- 

tiſtt propoſed Wy this End are very con- 
temptible. E The Arguments taken from 
the Levites, and the different Orders of 
the Prieſts under the Old Teſtament, of 


from the Twelve Apoſtles and Seventy 


Diſciples, and fiftitions Epiſcopacy) 

Timothy and Titus, are ſo ee 
(as has been demonſtrated to them an Hun- 
dred Times) that they can re none but 
theſe who are reſolved to be ſatisfied,” be 
the Thing right or wrong. And ſo much 
has been ſaid againſt the Argument from 
the Angels of the Churches in the Book 
of the Revelation, as renders it wholly 
ineffectual. 


- 
* 
n 


F Nevertheleſs, that the Practice of the 
Univerſal Church as to this Particular, 
(or their having Three diſtinct Orders of, 
urch Officers, Biſhops, Presbyters and 


Deacons) 


* 
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Deacons) ſo pa; ter the Times of the 
Apoſtles, old radi Scripture, or 
Divine Inſlirution, 3s a Thing, that a K. 
pears. to ne by be altogether iniprebat 
And I am of Opinion, that there is one 
Place o Fl Scripture (which the Prelatiſts 
TY or rather Sri they conſider or- 
dinarly as deſtrucfive of their Cauſe, and 
hich therefore the) have tortured it with 

Thouſand impertinent Gloſſes) on which 
th diſtinct Order of Biſhop and Presby- 
ters may berationally founded; and which 
conſequently makes it to appear, that the 
ancient Church, by conſidering the Biſhops 
aas an Order diſtin&t ſrom Presbyters, and 
ſuperior to them, did not comradiet Scrip- 
zure or Divine Inſtitution ſo much, as ma- 
1 e and pious Men hade ima- 


Ons. Text 1 IS, 1 "Tim. V. 17 „ Techs 
Apoſtle ſaith, G Letthe Ellers or Preſ- 
byters, that rule well be counted worthy 
of double Honour, eſpecially they . who 
labour in yard and Dactxine. 

I profeſs I know not what to make 
of this Paſſage of Mr. Lauder's Book; 
for i in A and B he lays as much as all 

b 4 


Wm 
the Prelatiſts in the World can ſay, That 
the Three diſtin Orders of Clergy- 
men were ſoon after the Departure of 
the Apoftles, and that too in the Uni- 
„„ Soprano 
But in that Part marked by the Let- 
fer D, he thinks it ſome” Difficulty to 
reconcile'that univerſal Order with the 
Scripture. Strange! Would the firtt 
Poſt-apoſtolical Biſhops convoy the Scrip- 
tures to Poſterity, which would witneſs 
againſt their Apoſtacy, and fly in their 
Faces, for deviating from the Scripture 
Biſhop 2 How come they to make ſuch 
a ſudden Election, and not one to Pro- 
teſt againſt them, and this to be in the 
Days of Martyrdom and Miracles? And 
if theſe Poſt-apoſtolical Biſhops were 
wrotfg, who was right, were the Gu 
ſticks, Momaniſts and other Hereticks? 
As to that Paſſage ſigned with the 
Letter E, 1 think there was never a 
Pope in Rome pronounced out of his 
Chair more peremptorily than this Au- 
thor; and at this Rate the ſtrongeſt Ar- 
guments on any Head may be anſwer- 


ed, 
Q 2 Mr. 


MI. . was RP before-hand, 
that the Generality of his Party would 
-take his bare Word upon it, tho' he had 
publiſh/d the quite contrary. What? 
Are the Arguments that Prelatiſts make 
uſe of for Three Orders ſo contemptible, 
from the Ocders of Highprieſt 10 , Prieſts 
and Levnes. in the Old Teſtament? 
Then may jy not give the Lie to St. 
erome (his pretended Patron) who 
25 this 3 Reaſon in his Epiſtle to 
vagrius © Are the Arguments of the 
Tele above the Seventy, and the Epiſ- 
copacy of Timothy and Titus, and of the 
Seven Angels ſo weak? Can he aſſert 
| this without giving the Lie to Calvin, 
Beza, and other Learned Foreign Re- 
formers? Were not the Weakneſs of theſe 
Arguments demonſtrated an Hundred 
Times to the Prelatiſts? Might not Mr. 
Lander {et down Three of the beſt of 
theſe Demonſtrations; but the Reader 
5 tak his bare and bold Aſſertion 
Or it 
F Mr. Lauder is of the Opinion that 
The is altogether improbable that theſe 
hree diſtine Orders ſo ſoon after the 


FF. 


Apoſtles | 
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_ Apoſtles ſhould contradict Scripture, A 
great Complement indeed upon the 
hol 74 5 and Martyrs, that it is im- 
| probable they ſhould conti adict the Scrip- 
ture, which they were preaching and 
practiſing ; ſo that if they did according 
to Scripture, then the Three Offices of 
Biſhop, Presbyters and Deacons is of Di- 

vine Right. | 1 
E But how that Scripture, 1 Iim. v: 
17. Hall undo the Epiſcopal Cauſe, and 
how we have tortured it with a Thonu- 
ſand impertinet Gloſſes, is like his uſual 
Confidence, in ſaying what he pleaſeth, 
without the Shadow of one Proof. How 
that Text {ſhall undo the Three Orders, 
which Mr. Lauder thinks is not againſt 
Scripture, Iam yet to learn. I find the 
Learned Joſeph Mede have an excel- 
lent Exercitation upon it; and the moſt 
impertinent Glols that ever I ſaw upon 
it, is, to make it a Warrant for Ordina- 
tionleſs Lay-Elders, who are ſo far from 
having Double Honour, that is, of Main- 
tenance and Eſteem, that they have not 
ſo much as ſingle Honour. And (it 1 
mind rightly) Mr. William Jameſon 15 

| ? 
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his Or. W KP given over that 
Plea of Eay-Eldrs ; tor he ſaw it would 
not do for. him from Scripture or An- 
, Aalen. 25 . 


LETTER VII 


Gon ing of Queries Ciratted out 2 the 
ff und Second Part of this Book of 

the Succeſſion of the Prieſthood, 
95 a ſhort Dialogue 'betwixt ' an 
anciłnt Peer, Chief of a numerdus 
WH, us and a 2 Incumbent 


555 P ariſh.” 
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ny Vi: QuERTES, 

HAT is it ' that makes a 
' - Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt ? 
© Or what gives a Miniſter 


Comiſſion to Preach, adminiſter Sa- 
craments, or to abſolve Penitents? Whe- 
ther 


Cs es, cc Aa A. 2 
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ther is it the . or the People, 
or Pretence to an inward Call from the 
Spirit of God? Or Natural and acquired 
Gifts? Or, , Laſtly, Perſonal des Q- 
ſtolical Succeſſion ? The Learned Preſ- 
byterians againſt the , Independents, in 
1647. have with ſtrong Senſe contuted 
Eraſtianiſm and Independency, and fixed 
upon Succeſſion, as the Rule to prove an 
authoriſed Miniſtry trom the Apoſiles, be 
vertue of that Promiſe, Matth. xxviii. 
20. Lo Tam with you, &c. as is proven 
in the Firſt Part, Pag. 75. Oc. Is not 
this as true now as whenthey ſaid it then? 
But how did they then, or can you now 
prove your Succeſſion from the Apoſtles, 
as Epiſcopal Presbyters can and have 
done; Firſt Part, Pag. 33.7 Is there 
then any Validity in the Miniſterial Acts 
of Presbytery that waht Apoſtolical 
Succeſſion  _ | 

2. What Prieſthood in the World: 
was ever governed in a Parity, either 
Jewiſh, Heathen or Chriſtian, and that 
iccording to the Law of Nature that 
abhors a Parity, and according to God's 
poſitive Inſtitution, in the Old Nee 

i 


e * 
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Fase ( 8.2 ang, 
of Hiphtvieſts, Prieſic and Levites, and 
his Promiſe by the Prophet Iſaiab, Ch. 
Evi. Yer. 21. to give a ſuitable Clergy 
in the Days of the Goſpel, And I w 
take of them for Prieſts and for Levites. 
Cee Firſt Part, Pag. 66. And when 
Chriſt, in his own College, keeping the 
Government in his own Hand over the 
[ITtoelve who were above the Seventy, 
made ſuch a Diſtinction, was not this 
an Imparity in his own Time, otherwiſe 


if it was but an Equality, why ſhould 


not they be called the Eighty Iwo in- 
ſtead of the Twelve and NW Seventy ? 
And was not this a Pattern of what was 
to be, after the Apoſtles got the Power 
of making Cotemporary Clergymen and 
Succeſlors to -an Order of Superiority 
and Inferiority, and that to theEnd of 
the World? Or werethe Perſons whom 
the Apoſtles ordained to Preach and' 
Baptize, and to do other Offices in the 
Church, equal to the Apoſtles. in Pow- 
er? Were the Seven Deacons, Acts vi. 
6. cloathed with a Commiſſion of Lay- 
ing on Hands in Ordination and Confir- 
mat ion, as the Apoſtles of immediate 

Miſſion 


Nun) 
Miſſwn or Apoſtolical Ordination, does 
te contrary appear from Acts viii. 
re DION . 
3. Hyou ſay: that Biſhops and Preſ- 
ters are all one in Scripture, eſpeciall 
rom Acts xx. 28. comparing it with 
. the 17 Verſe, where they that are called 

A 0 or Elders in the 17 Verſe, are 
called Brſbops or Overſeers in the 28 
Verſe; I ask, Does this make a Foun- 
dation for a Parity, or take away Supe- 
riority among: Clergymen? Were not 
the Apoſiles, who converted Jeu and 
Heathens, ſuperior to theſe Biſhops and 
Presbyters as well as to the Deacons d 
Did they not keep the Government of 
their own Colonies and Plantations in 
their own Hands, as St. John over the 
Seven Churches of Aſia, and St. Paul 
of Corinth, Epheſus, Philippi, Cc. e 
But ſtill the Queſtion: is, Are you the 
Succeſſors of the Elders and Overſeers 
mentioned in that Chapter ? Or how 
do you prove your Miniſtry from that? 
Or how do you know but there were 
Biſhops diſtin& from Presbyters at that 
Meeting? For do we not read in 25 | 


(ni | 
4th. ; Verſe, that there accompanied Pant 
Sopater of Berea, and of the Theſſalo- 
niant, Arifarches and Secundus, and 
Gaius of Derbe, Orc. whom the Anci- 
ents accou Biſhops fthe Place ? 
And might not the 28th Verfe be fpoke 
to Biſhops properly 
it as it will, what Church in the World 
for Fiſteen Hundred Years was Presby- 
terian by that Scripture, or Tal ge; 
ent Commentatoriex 
Presbyterian Senſe? Is not the univerſal 
Practice of the Church ſufficient to give 
Light, when Things are controvert 


Change of the Seventh Day of uk Week 
into the Oblervation of the Firſt 


Da 

% if you will ke the Laying on 
of Hand upon Timothy'by the Presby- 
ter), 
Presbyterian Government, how do you 
prove that that Prcibyrery was like to 
yours, conſiſting 'of a Monthly ot 'Yearly 
derator, IT Lay Elders that are ig- 
notant of the very Fundamentals of Re- 


ligion : 85 Or that your Presbyteries are 


Hke 


ſo called ? But be 


it in the 


OE SO OD OSD We 


as'in the Caſe of Irfant Bapriſm, the 


S g DA 


1 Iim. iv. 14. an Argument for 


| 1 ) 
like to theirs vis had the Apoſtle for 
a Moderator that attributes the Action 
pos —— no — 2 Tim. i. 6. 
Or can you prove that you are Suc- 
deiſors ta that 3— char laid Hand: 
on hot hy? Or why do not you make 
a Moderator, Superintendent, or Biſhop 
aver Presbyters, as Thnothy was made, 
with a Pomer of Juriſdiction and Ordi- 
nation at Epheſus, or as Titus was at 
Or if you will make uſe of the A- 
poſtle St. Paul's Salutation in the Firſt 
Chapter to the Philippians Ver. 1, ---- 
To all the Saints at Philippi, with the 
Biſhops and the Deacons, to make for 
your modern Notion of Presbytery ; I 
ask, Are not other Opinions as good 
Senſe as yours? Some who ſay, That 
there was a College of Biſhops there, 
waiting to be called wherever the Apoſiles 
(who planted the Goſpel in other Pla- 
ces) ſnould appoint them; or that there 
might be a Biſhop there for the Circumci- 
ſion and another for the Uncircumciſion, as 
were in other Places, particularly at 
Rome? Or that Biſhops were occafion- 

P 2 ally 
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8 C 3 
ally there ? Or that the Premhiert wei 


included in the Deatcont, for Deacons ſig - 
niſy Miniſters? But then to give — 
that you would be at; let theſe 

ſignify Presbyters, and the Deacons bis 
Order inferior. to them, what Advan- 
tage will the Presbyterian Cauſe have 
by that? Was there not Imparity in 
that ſame Caſe? Was there nat one — 


der above another 2 But then if you ask, 


Where was the wn © HE, 7 fe is an 


{wered, 'That the 


Apoſile 'of Apoſtolick 1 * | 


at the writing of that Epiſtle he was 


---- Epaphroditys your Meſſenger, which 
Presbyterians ex d, one ſent from 


the Church of bilippi with a Contri- 
bution of ſacred Money to the Apoſtle 
St. Paul; which will not hold, for the 
Word Azogoaov cannot be taken in 


ſuch a Senſe, for it would be Ayyeaoy 
if it ſignify d Meſſenger in the Presby- 


terian Notion. 

But ſtill, to crown all, Are Presby- 
terians the Succeſſors to theſe Brſbops or 
Fresbyters and e that were at 


P bi- 


any with St. Paul, Philip. ii. 25. 
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Pappe gor U they prove their 
Miſſion by Succeſſion; they can never 
prove their Miniftry. V7. 
4. How can Presbyterians, with 
Knowledge and Conſcience, inſiſt upon 
that new Notion (the firſt Author, for 
ought'I know, was Mr. Baxter) to keep 
up a Party, and to ſtand out againſt Light, 
to draw over deluded Difciplesto them- 
ſelves, and to tell us that the firſt Bi- 
mops were Congregational or Parochial 
Biſhops, in the modern Notion that they' 
have of it? What! was every Elder 
under St. James firſt of Jeruſalem a Bi- 
ſhop? There were many Ten Thou- 
ſands of Believers on the Place, as the 
Authors of Jus Reg. Eccl. acknowledge ; 
now could one Biſhop ſerve them all ? 
Or were the ſeveral Elders or Presbyteys. 
at Jeruſalem, Biſhops of the Place? See 
Firſt Pert, Pag. 46, 47. but let Presby- 
terians prove themſelves Succeſlors to 
James of Jeruſalem and his Elders, 
5- When St. Ignatius, an Apoſtolical 
Biſhop, Diſciple to St. Fohn in his E- 
piſtles, written in his Way going.to his 
Martyrdom, and had no Occaſion to 
30s extol 


7 ( 
. 
* 


ente the Order of Biſhops for his own 
take, to be — in his Blood. 
When (I fay) in his ſeven genuin E- 
2 — Dr. Liber a Biſhop, 
Mus a Precbyterian, and proven 
n Biſhop Pearſon, Du Pin, and 
others, — ne diſtin. Or- 
ders. ol | Biſhops,” Precbyters, and Dearons, 
was there a Prerbyterian. Parity to 
nagined - in that Stile ? It theſe Three 
Orders were all equal, will not the In- 
terpretation run thus: Be obedient to Bi. 
ee, Bee, Biſhops, Prerbyters, Preſ- 
Heri, Presbyters, ; Deacons, Deacons 2 
But ſtill, let Precbyterians rove their 
— from Poft- olital- Wri- 


ö 995 If you fay that Local, Perſonal, | 
and Praſentia Communion was — 
with the Biſhop of the Place; I fay, 
That may be in a — Church as well 
as ina Congregation; for may not all Exg- 

land communicate with the Archbiſhop 
of Canterbury on Eaſter-Day, as well as 
ThreeMillions of Ferns legally clean, then 
communicated with the Highprieſt, and 
eren with the * in the 3 


( m8 ) 


1 


1 
roo 2 _—_ 
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of Feraſalem, tho they approached : it 
3 Perſons? See Firſt Part, 

ob o: ont 
Feen there is an Impanity in Heaven 
among the Angels, and on Eartli in the 
Natural and Political Body, in NMavies 
among Mariners, in Camps among Sol- 
diers, e ef among Maſters of 
Colleges, and in every Family among 
— Children, Maſters Fo Ser- 
vants, why ſhould the Church of Cbriſt, 
which is his Myſtical Body, want Beauty, F* 
Order and Harmony in a decent Subor- 
dination, which ſtill was in the Old Te- 
ſtament Church, and till continues in 
all Parts of the Chriſtian World, till a- | 
mong ſome Few of very late? Nay, 'Þ 
what Power have 8 j | 
depending upon the Biſhop) to give 
Hol Orders, more than a — Laick 
has to give Baptiſm, or one that has re- 
ceived the Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper, to adminiſter that unto others ꝰ 
And it Presbyters ordained by Biſhops, 
cannot confer that Power on others, how 
can they who are not ſo ordained be- 
ſtow it? And how can they who have 

ſhaken 


1200 | 
thaken off the 0060 Order of-- Biſhops; 
who are the Apoſtles Succeflors,| pre · 
ſume a0; 2 it, 7 ap, | the 
Ernilt anger bing in the Sin 
of Corah? And — that Power to 
be uſurped that was never given to infe- 
ferior C en, nor ever was meant to 
de given to them at the Plantation of 
Religion, nor at the Reformation from 
Popery: How can they then exerciſe it 
without incur ring the Sin againſt Father, 
Son, and Holy Gott?; 
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An Ancient Noble Eatl and 2 
Presbyterian Incumbent in 
the Paroch, named Mr. Jo nN 
who came to pay a Viſit to 
the Family : Relative ro the 
Firſt and Second Parts of the 
Succeſſion of the Prieſthood. 


R. Jobn. My Lord, Icome hither 
to pay the Duty I owe to your 
Lordihip and to your Noble 
Family, as being Miniſter of this Paroch 
whereof your Lordſhip is Heritor. Earl. 
Mr. Jobn, you are welcome to me, and, 
(19's Q” 0 


| 422 ) 1 
fo is any who has the Name of a Mini- 
ſter. M. J. I hope your Lordſhip will 
grant me more than the bare Name of 
a Miniſter; for I am ſettled in the Pa- 
roch by the Law of the Land, and I 
was ordained by the Laying on of the 
Hands, as Timothy was. x Eph. iv. tg. 
And I am forry your Lordſhip does not 


ſtrengthen my Hands, by coming with - 


your Lady, Children and Servants, to 
countenance the Worſhip and the Ordi- 
nances. E. Mr. J. your Grievance muſt 
have ſeveral diſtinct Anſwers, and firſt, 


bare Name of a Miniſter is too much 


to be ingenuous with Jo» J think the 


for you, for none ſhould be ſo called 


but ſuch as are truly ſo, unleſs we ſpeak 
in the Quabers Stile, thus, Miniſter ſo 


called. I find it commended in the 
Angel of Epbeſus, Rev. ii. 2. That be 


tried them which called themſelves Apoſiles 
and were found: Liars. » And tho* you 
be eſtablithed by the preſent Law, that 
does not make you Miniſter, for I 
fancy you will not ſo far depart from 


the: Presbyterian Authors of Jus Reg. 
HBccleſ. written in 1647 who maintam . 


4 


very 


1 3 
1 
2 = 5 % * - — 
WF r rr, 


1 —_ = 


\ 


| 75 ä W 


very ſokdly y a AY "the dd Banus, That 
the Civil Magiſtrate cannot be the Foun- 
tain of che Goſpel Miniſtry, nor can the 
People be the Nate as theſe Au- 
thors have maintained againſt the Inde- 
11-8 M. J. Not ſo my Lord, but 
the Long on of the Hands of the 
_Presbytery The Authors of the 
* forecited Book” founded the Mjniſtry | 
upon Apoſtolical Succeſſion: Now Sir, 4 
2 you that the 1 that laid 
ands on you, are Lineal Succeſſors to | 
that Presbytery that laid Hands on Ti- - 
mothy, where the Apoſtle St. Paul a- { 
ſcribes the whole Action to himſelf; and 1 
neither St. Jerome, nor Mr. Calvin, nor 15 
any ancient Author ever underſtood it | 
in your pref Senſe of the Words... 
count them no Presbyters but ſuch as 
are, ordained by Biſhops, who can de- 
rive their Succeſſion from the Apoſtles 
For it is as reaſonable that the Chriſtiay 
Cleigy ſhould be as exact and punctual in 
proving their Deſcent from the Apoſiles, 
as the Jews were in the Old Teſtament, 
ih proving their Prieſthood trom Aaron. 
M.. J. What! Will your Lordihip 
| FR Q 2 Un- 


* 


12 4 

VUnchurch of the Pecik in the 

World? E. I am hot fond of the Word 
Proteſtant more than the Word Papiſt; 
I find the Sotmiaris go under the Name 
of Proteſtants, who are guilty af the 
Hereſies of Eon, Cerinthus and Carpo- 
Stel, denying Chriſts Divinity, and al- 
ſerting Him to be a mere Man. Presby- 
eng are Proteſtants who maintain the 
Error of, Aerius, who was condemned 
for an Heretick for allerting,, Ibat ther 
5 79 be no Diſtinction of big bey pas) 

wer Degrees among Clergymen. ln a 
Word, Arians, Enthufiafts and Antino- 
mans, go under the Name of Prote- 
ſtants, and all more guilty of a Funda- 
mental. Error than Pop. Jou haye 
the worlt Things that Papiſts have, ang 
which the beſt of themſelves condemn. 
But you cry out againſt their maintaining 
Ae le Set Forms of Pray- 
er, Feaſtt And Feſtivals, Order and Be- 
cency, as rank Popery, And M. J. do 
you think, their Miniſterial Acts Yau 
that have no lawful Ordination? For firf 
they are not Presbytersthat are not made 
0 by the Succeſſors of the Apoltles, 
o "VE. 


* 


| 75 37 
which our Authors prove, and they 
| Who are ſo Presbyterat were never 
allowed to confex that Office upon others. 
J. then (according to this pt 
they cannot be within the Covenant of 
Woe E. Sir, it is not our Charity 
dot Civility, nor the Qonceſſions of the 


Learned, nor the objecting many Incon- 
yeniencies that will make Wrong Right, 
or make them Miniſters who have not 
rdination by the Divine Rule of Apo- 
tolical Succeſſion. If a Man hearing 4 
rmon on Repentance, who has made 
great Eſtate by Force and Fraud, not 
asking a Oweſtion for Conſcience ſake, 
finds ſometbing in the Sermon that 
kindles a Fire in his Conſcience, to wit, 
That his Repentance can never be ſincer 
nor acceptable to God, without Reſi:- 
tution of ill gotten Goods; he'll eaſe his 
Conſcience with this Reaſon, That this 
would begger him and all his Family 
and damn Thouſands in the World, i 
hope this is no good Reaſon for him to 
perſevere in his Oppreſſian of the Te- 
nants, and circumveening his Neigh- 
r ä 
15 N M. J. 
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-M, TY; I bold my ſelf ft 


il 
by the Laymng-on of the Hands of the 
IEEE 91 11 8 N 
Frei. E. H Company of Lay- 
Nn many Whereof have a competent 
Healurs” bt) Learning and can preach 
ſound Dotine, yet being diſpleaſed 
with 1 and Practices of the 
preſent Kirk, find a Neceſſity for a Re- 
formation, and thereupon Ordain Five 
or. Six preaching Elders among them- 
elves, and at length gather a great Fol- 
owing, and ate like to overturn your 
preſent Kirk Settlement, and perhaps in 


4; 6, FLEE- $i 1 | : $4 11 
roceſs of Time may get Law on their 


ide, would you look upon them as 
lawful "Miniſters? M. J. No truly, 
becauſe they depart from the good old 
Way. E. Sir I ſay, that your Presbytry 
js neither good nor old, not good, be- 
<iuſe it has not Apoſtolical Succelnon, 


hot old, for pray Mr. Jobn, how old do 


you, think Presbytry 2 N. J. As old 
as the Apoſtles. . E. So might this new 
ſuppoſed Presbytry ſay upon the fame 
Scripture which you cite for your ſelves, 


but tell me of an Apoſtolick Church 


for Three hundred Years, when the 


; Church 


p 
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. 
Church was under Perſecution, or after- 
wards when it came to its "Proſperity 
under Kings who became nurfmg Fathers, 
and Queens who became nurſing Mother. 
that had. ſuch a Presbytry as You es 
for at preſent ? I can prove my own 
Family to be Three hundred, Years elder 
Den Presbytry, yea it were no hard 
Task to prove an hundred Chiefs in 
Scotland elder than Presbytty, but 1 
will not contend ſo againſt Epiſcopacy: 
For under the Old Teſtament it con- 
tinued ſince the firſt Conſecration of 
Aaron to the Highprieſthood, and under 
the New Teſtament ſince the Days of 
the Apofides ; But the firſt that ſet_ up 
this new Model of Ordination by mere 
Presbyters in a Parity was John Calvin 
at Crexeva in the Year 1541. Which is 


but an hundred and n fix Years. 


ago, now my firſt Predeceſſor Dowgald 
was an eminent Inſtrument in reſtoring 
Malcolm the Third, the 86 King of 
Scotland, againſt the Uſurper and Tyrant 
Mcbeth, and that in the Year 1057, 

which being ſubſtradted from 1717, 
remains 660, and ſubſtract 176 Ys 


from 


7 | 


13 8 
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ſtom 660, there FE 434 Years 


elder than Catvin's founding of Presby- 
terian Governmeiit, which was never 
Beard of Pefore in the Perſecution, nor 
in the Proſperity of the Chriſtian World: 
Moreover Mr. Jom, 20 cannot prove 
2 Liſt. of your Succeffion from John 
Calvin (whole Ordination as a Prieft is 
very much doubted) in a lineal Succeſ- 
ſion, nor from John Knox, who was 
But a mere Prieſt, that could not confer. 
the Orders of Prieſthood, more than a 
baptized ay man can canfer Baptiſm, 
gor they who received the Lord's Sup- 
9 give it to them who have not 
received it. M. J. My L. I am not 
for [Pain  Geneatogies, 1 Iim. i. 4 
Ti. iu. 9. E. Mr. John, your Way of 
Reaſoning is peculiar to your Party, upon | - 
the mere ſound of a Word, like that of |. 
 Presbytery, and Lords over God's Heri- 
tage: For Iam not debateing my Gene- 
alogy out of Vanity, but merely to ſhew 
the unreaſonableneſs of your Pretences 
to the Sacted Office of the Prieſthood, | 
'which you cannot prove from Calvin nor | 
Khon, who had no Power to ordain : 
> 2 Compariſons | 


5 ; 27 | ) 13 . 
Compariſons ave odjvus we fay, but if this Compariſha 


rern retences to 'the Miniſtry, 


And. Mr. Fab, Is there not a Difference betwzt 
din Gavcalegies and Genealogies? as there is betwixt 
vaty, Philoſophy and Philoſophy ? vain Nepetitions 


and Repstitions that are not yain?. Idle Wor 
8 that are not ſo 1. Is there not a Bade 
e hetwixt Epiſcopa] Miniſters t hat can derive theit 
eſlion from the Apoſtles, and thoſe that cannot 
it trom Calvir nor Knox? And were not Gene- 
alogies fonnd neceſſary. to prove the Meſſias his 
Humanity, witneſs the i. St. Matth. and iii. St. Luke: 
Lea, were not Geneglogies in the Old Teſtament 
neeęſſary to know WhO were Priefts and who not, 
ii. Ezy. 62.— Vii. ch, 64- As when the picopal 
Miniſters. the laſt Year were found to 2 iſters 
according to Law, by the Proteſtant Biſhops wha: 
ardaiped.-them ? And now in what Part of the World 
(Mr. "Ag hi you prove your ſelves Miniſters in the 
manner they did? pes; SH IK 
M. F. My L. In the primitive Times there was 
no ſuch Thing as Lord Biſbops. E. No more was 
there Mr. Fames, nor Mr. Fobn's, and if there was 
na Lord Peter, nor Lord Paul, no more was there 
Mr. Peter nor Mr. Paul. M. F. My Lord, No ſuch 
Thing as Dioceſſes and large Revenues, nor . 
7 in Civil Judicatories. E. Mr, John, Nor do 
Paroch Churches, nor 50, 60, Jo, and 100 
Libs, a Year of Stipend,. nor the Pleaſures of the 
fair Sex. for Matrimonial Conveniencies in the 
. Times. And truly Mr. Fobn, I find 
ä reabyterian Parochial Biſhops (as ſome of * call 
tour ſelves moſt ignorantly) as unmortified to the 
'orld- as ever I Ww an Arch-Biſbop : And Mr. 
Fobn, it is often told you, that a Dioceſs makes not 
2 Biſbop more than a Paroch makes a Miniſter, but 
ou will inſiſt upon it (contrary, to Knowledge) to 
2 up the People to you Iatereſt. '» 
R Is, 


1 


- CEP 
iat ad ment, that the preſent Biſhops" 


(encourage by Chriſtian Kings when the EFceleſia- 


flick and Civil States are cemented and concorpye 
rated) cannot be the Sncceffors of the f timitive 
Biſhops, beczuſe they were poor and perſecuted ? 
At this Rate you may argue, © that I am not the 
Succeſſor of LVowgald the firſt Founder off my 
Family, hecauſe he was not an Earl, as Jam, but 
the fifth Earl ſince the Pays of King James the 
Sixth, and former Twelve Lord Barons; before 
that we were Knights; And before that; we were 
but Good-Mans, as we call them in Scotland; 
beſides my firſt Anceſtor had (perhaps) not Thirty 
Libs. worth of Lands, and had but Houſes of Tim- 
ber, Stakes and Rice, but his Succeſſors came to 
have Ten thnaſand Libs. a Year, with _— 
Towers and Palaces, and we becarre 1 Great and 
ighty Tribe through the Kingdom: Yea and at this 
Rite Mr. 'Fohn dught not to have his Sixty Libs. 
a Year, becauſe St. Poul wrouvht with bis oawpn Hands, 
It was by ſuch pitiful Quibbles that in Olver's 
Days, and by new Interpretations on Scripture that 
you expelled the 22 Succt on out of the Pro- 
teſtant Church, and by the ſame naughty Sub- 
tiliries, you are preparing to att the ſame Game 
Over. | Nn RNA 


The Epifcopal Miniſters bew their Charter, 


St. Matth, xxviii. 20. Lo, I am, &. and St; Fobn 
xx. 21 AY my Father bath ſent me, &c. and prove 
their Miſſion in a Succeſhon of Biſhops from the 
Days of the Apoſtles; But you think to overthrow 
this with your own Gloſs on theſe Scriprures, 
St. Luke xxi. 25. The Kines of the Gentiles, &c. and 


1 Pet. v. 4. Lords over Cd Heritage. But Sir, 1 


ſhall preſent” you with a Parallel of your Way of 
Reaſoning to deftroy the Apoſtolical Succeſhon, 


and I ſhall read it to you out of an ingenious A u- 


thor, Diaphan. P. 120, and I crave your” Attention 
ta che Words. | 


ff 


C Bs }... 
Q jus being the Seventeenth Knight of bis Family quhich 
contiwned in à State of Time out of Mind, a Faction 


ariſes to diſpeſſeſs him of all that bis Anceſtors enjoyed ſo 
lang; they.tell-bim in general, That bis Anceſtors were 
Intruders, but d ffer very much about the Time, one 


ſays 200, another 500, and another 800 Tears; Ca jus 


ſbews bis Father's Succe ion and an evident ö Te imony 
under bis Hand, thus, 7 N 5 4 Fs 


Ego Gonvillus, &c, conſtituo Cajum filium meum 
Hazredem Bonorum Meorum omnium. I Gonvill, 


&c. conſtitute Ca jus my Son Heir of all my Goods. 


In come a Company of trifling Sophiſters, A. B. 
C. &c. and wheedle him out of his ancient Poſſeſ- 
ſion after this Manner. 

1. Says A. This is plainly corrupted, it was not drit- 


ten Cajum, but Sajum, the Corruption is eaſie on the 


Bottom of the firſt Letter. 
2. B. Let it be as it will, this Teſtament is of no 


Value, for it proceeds on n Uncertainty, if not a falſe 


Suppeſition; For who can ſay, That you ave that Cajus, 
or that you are Gonvill's Son ? 


3. C. You muſt be bis Son and aftual Heir while be | 


was alive or when he vag dead, not oben he was alive, 


for R. ght cannot be but in one at once; not when he vas. 


dead, for none can be Son to him that is not, no more 


| than any Perſon that is alive can be Father to bim that 


4 
4 


either you pretend to be his Son, before this Teſtament or 


. 
* 
L 


bas no Being. | fs Mk 
4. D. Was this Right which is c:nveyed to you in 
your Father alone, or in ſome others beſides ? If in him- 


ſelf alone, why doth be ſay, Conſtituo, i. e. Simul 


Statuo, I appoint together with others, and if ſo, why 
are hy not named 1 . | 2 

5. It ſeems to me, (ſaith E.) Mr. Ca jus, That 
this Teſtament is rather agginſt you than for you: For 


after; If before, your own Evidence witneſſeth againſt 
"i Conſtituo Caan Filium meum, I make Cajus 
by 2 if after, then by this Teftament you are ma 


* 


: 
þt 
: 
| 
| 
| 
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falſe. * 
% * 1 e, ( /aith H.) is to be taken In * 


have not his good 


( 98 J 

fe doth dee (faith F.) muke vim bis Hoke 
57 "Not f bis 1 A we contend e 
of bil Goods, and d you — My, 5 that” 


not Yours, 1 ad; they be 24 Ki "4 Ku, the L very. 2 


tritt 15 vieorous Senſe, ſo the Mord N oils 
your Plea ; you muſt have all his 7 5 or none, but you 
e, we bis go A | 
9. Come, come, ( ſaith 1. SS needed mot have gone 
fo far, or uſed ſo many Wor 
Lied who made the Te ament was the Ja 17 
Knie bis his Family: 2 his oxwn Mouth { vill 
condemn im, with the very 75 Word of his Mill, which 
be Rim his 195 made 2 


B 


on 2 Fe hat t hey interpret Old and New 7 Py 
ment after the ſame manner that theſe fu poſed 
riflers expounded Ca ju his Teſtament. L Yes, 
1 know they do; I could J Examples to you 
ou the Head, as The Kings of the Gentiles, 'and 20 


over God's Heritage, that way of Reaſoning ; and 
that there is n Order of Ole#eymen above anothey, be- 
cauſe Rs and Presbyters.i in Scripture are promiſcy- [ 
ently taken: Yea what think you of a cry'd up 


| e for thePres yterian Cauſe, (M. . Sunn. 
and 


Epi ſc. Contr. pag. . „4. chat tells us ep 


* I 2 the Nn God had eng 


Cajus pretends, that bly 


is Ego, the firſt Per- 
fo 0 e Jays b is Father Was the laf Perſon of 


di Jabs. wy Lord, "Back is 2 very heavy Charge 


#31 \ 2 2. 
ay 131 ) N | 
#efoyming Seothnd; when tbe Priphe? Ihaiab Ju. 367 
Ar Iwill male an everInſting Covenant with you, . 
and Fer. I. 5. Come, and let un join ourſelves 6 7 
Lord in a i Er. and gives his Rea- 
ſon chus : For till of late Scotland was verkoned one of 
the outmoſt Parts of the Carth, vr known World. Now , 
is there any Thing in Cajus Teſtament mote ridi- 
culouſly commented on ! the Quibblers than this? 
F am ſure not half fo blaſphemons, as to make the 


People believe that the bloody Solemm League and 


Covenant was propheſier as a Goſpel Blefling ? May 
not this Man ſay any Thing, and undertake to prove 
(as he does) That St. Itnatins and St. Cyprian were 
Presbyterians. And could there be greater Nonſenſe 
ſpoke, than to ſay, That Chriſt died a Ma ö 
Presbyterian Government, Mr. D. W. Ser. P/. ii. 12. 
and to prove it from St. Fobn xix. 19. Feſns of Na- 
zareth King of the Jews ? | | 
Or can there be greater Nonſenſe than to ſay that 
Cain was an Arminian, Papiſt and Seciniay ? Black. Rat. 
; Sacy.'pap. J. Or that the ſaying of the Lord's Pray 
> er in ſuch a manner, or after Prayers, is a lifeleſt, 
ſaßpleſt, loathſome Worſbip, Mr. H. Caf. Eff. pag. 318, 
320. and that it is an Engine from Hell to ſubvert the 
Goſpel. Theſe Things I cite to you from rey 
Books, under the Authors own Hands, an 
now, when you deal fo with the Scriptures, what 
may not be expected of the Uſe you make of Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Hiſtory, and of the ancient Write 
which are not ſo commonly in Men's Hands as the 


5 Bible is? 


M. J. My Lord, I am ſorry that I have loſt my 
Errand in' coming hither ; for I thought to gain 


= | yout Lordſhip to countenance the Worſhip and Or- 


dinancegs. ' E. M. J. tho“ you had a lawful Ordina- 


Aton 1 would not hear you, unleſs 1 knew before 


band what Prayer you put bs for the Congregation, 
ho are obliged to know how they worſhip God, 
® as well as you, and to pray to God as well as to ſing 


_—_— = 


a tC toe a. bs © as, 4 * a * * - 


A — ö 


1 3 2 Y 
res me. E. Sir, if extemporary Pray ing be to pray with, 


the Spirit, will it not follaw, that nope in the Con- 
gregition has the Spirit but your ſelf, becauſe none 
>rays off hand but your ſelf? Beſides, the People. 
40 not pray themſelves, but they only hear yo 
ray, as they hear you preach but do not preac 1 


themſelves. Again, if your Prayer be by the Spi- 


rit, if one ſhall. write it in a Short hand, and prinæ 
it, what hinders it co be Canonical Scripture? And 
dly.. Why do you write, your Sermons leſt you 


peak Nonſenſe to the People, and not your Prayers 


left you ſpeak Nonſenſe to God ? | 7 
M. 7. My Lord, I come net hither to debate, 


but adviſe your Lordſhip to be a good Example in 


the Paroch by countenancing the Ordinances. 


Sir I have my own Chaplain Canonically ordained, 


who can derive his Succeſhon from the Apoftles by. 
the Biſhop that 'ordained him. I have the Book of 
Common Prayer in my Family, whereby the meaneſt 
Servant is edified-; we have Confeſſion, Abſolution, the 
Form of ſound Words, Scriptures read every Day, Bap- 
tized Perſons may read their Duty, and they w 
are to Communicate ſee their Duty plainly in the 
Thanks to God after I know how 


1 


ild-bearing 


out the Year, M. 7. Faſts and Feſtivals! ; Old 


a 
to get my Children confirmed, and we are all edifi- 
ed by the Faſts and Feſtivals of the Church 7 * « 
af 


Gal. 2. J. 5 Lord I pray. as the Spirit dg 


4 
| 


, 


ö 


ho 


Communion Office; my Wife kneus how to pive FP 


piſh Traſh ! E. Every Thing muſt be called Pope- 


- Ty that makes againſt you; but Mr. John, the laſt 
Chxiſimaſs fell to be on a Sunday, what Text did you 


reach upon? M. J. 1 Sam. xvi. 1. And the Lord 


| Faid unto Samuel, Hu long wilt thou mourn for Sa ul, 


ſeeine I have r jected bim from being King ovcr Iſrael, 
E. What preached jon on Eafter Day? NM. 55 
Kings viii. 13. And Hazael ſaid, But what, is 1 2 
Servant a Dog, that be ſhowld do this great Thing ? 
What op Whitſunday ?, N. J. On Capt. yi. 6.7: 
9 ! 7 
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* 13 h 
y Teeth are as 1 5Þ of Sheep, which go wp from. 
| | the Waſbing, whereof every one beareth Twins, and 
{* \ there is nos one barren amoneſt them, As a Piece 
| | Pomegranate ave th 1 within thy Locks;! . 
E. Truly Mr. fo n, I do not think the Congres» 
gation can be much edified by Sermons you make 
on theſe Texts. M. 7. My Lord; come ſee 'a 
bear. E. Nay, I think I do better to hear the M : 
nn. \ſteries of the Chriſtian Religion. The Nativity and 
. 'ReſurreFion of our Saviour, and the Deſcent, of the. 
you. Hoh Gboſt, who continues the Miniſtry in the Church 


els as 8 Apoftles, according to Chrift's 
Promiſe of being with them to the End of the * 
ates nn EEE 4 Ip 
le in MI. 0 My-Lord;l wiſh you would read thePresbyte- 
| E. ian Pamphlets as much as you read the Prelatick. E. 
ned, ir I read both, and if you would read what is anſwe- 
's by Fed without Prejudice, you would find your Miniſtry. 
ok of o be without Miſſion; but to diſcourſe upon Charity 
aneſt ith a worldly” Wretch, upon Sobriety and Tempe- 
„the nce with an Epicure, is all one as to perſuade yon 
Bap- t of your Stipend by the Doctrine of Apoſtolical 
whe Succeſſion; but if a Change ſhould come, you 
| the will ſee the Epiſcopal Writings with other Spectacles 
pe * ſthan you do now, as your Predeceſſors overcame 
y NOW their Obligations to the Solemn League and Covenant, 
ediſi- and oo of them kept their Stipends. Sir, Take 


ough- « you all your Authors for Presbytery, Edwardus 
d Po- Peli the Anagram of David Calderwodins 3 
re take you the Writings of Mr. Forreſter, Dr. Rule, 

aft r —— and Mr. Anderſon, and prove your 
ſelves Miniſters by perſonal Succeſſion to the A- 
poſtles, otherwiſe I will not believe your Miſſion, 
IIho' you ſhould write as many Books as could fill 
| Baſs. ] 
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- FOSTSCRIFE. 
* dome Accoviit of 1 


Thought 0 Be 
1 ** Nolte! 8 on of the Church of Se 
—— of ſeveral foreign Biſhops that bec 


2 * Rome and turned Lutbherian, ſuch as Gebb, 
Tribes Archbiſhop of Calogn, Vergerium and 
Brother, who * both Biſhops; as alſo of Dx 
iu ÞBifhop ; but 1 found it more: proper to tr 
of this by Kei; becauſe my Defign in this F 
rund Secend Part was to ' prove curlelves Miniſte 
and challeripe all the Presbteriaris in the World 

e theit Miſfon; which from my Heart I wi 
prove the ds, for the Credit of ho Reformatic 
And tho“ they ſhould find an Hundred Errgrs;imr 
2 (asT oo there is not one thats w 
J yer this can ma nothing for them, ce 
proves that 0 ard Sueceſſors to thoſe chat g 

miſſion to 0 1 and . all Nations.” 
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World to 
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